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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
April 19, 2009


Sermon on the Mount
Salvation by Grace
This Week’s Essential

Salvation by Grace: We believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 2:8-9: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith–and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.
S
alvation by grace goes hand in hand with Sanctification by grace. Unfortunately, too many who believe they’ve been saved by grace believe they will be sanctified by works. To them the apostle Paul would no doubt ask the question he posed to the Galatians, “After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort?” (Gal 3:3 NLT).  Going back to what he called “weak and useless spiritual principles of this world” (Gal 4:8 NLT) doesn’t make sense because we can not earn God’s favor by doing good. Philip Yancey writes, 
“By instinct I feel I must do something in order to be accepted. Grace sounds a startling note of contra-diction, of liberation, and every day I must pray a new for the ability to hear its message.
Eugene Peterson draws a contrast between Augustine and Pelagius, two fourth-century theo-logical opponents. Pelagius was urbane, courteous, convincing, and liked by everyone. Augustine squandered away his youth in immorality, had a strange relationship with his mother, and made many enemies. Yet Augustine started from God’s grace and got it right, whereas Pelagius started from human effort and got it wrong. Augustine passionately pursued God; Pelagius methodically worked to please God. Peterson goes on to say that Christians tend to be Augustinian in theory but Pelagian in practice. They work obsessively to please other people and even God” (What’s So Amazing About Grace?   Pg 71).
W
e  must learn that we don’t need to work to please God.  God loves us even likes us by grace not by works. We don’t have to prove we’re worth something, or do something relevant, spec-tacular, or powerful to earn his favor. We are beloved children. Yancey goes on to write, 
“Occasionally, all too occasionally, I sense the truth of grace. There are times when I study the parables and grasp that they are about me. I am the sheep the shepherd has left the flock to find, the prodigal for whom the father scans the horizon, the servant whose debt has been forgiven. I am the beloved one of God . . . What would it mean, I ask myself, if I too came to the place where I saw my primary identity in life as ‘the one Jesus loves’? How differently would I view myself at the end of a day?” (68, 69).  
I
n this week’s passage, Romans 8:1-4, the apostle Paul assures believers that we have been set free from the penalty and power of sin in our lives. The apostle more or less repeats what Jesus said in John 3:17-18. “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” A person who stands condemned has been declared guilty; a person who stands condemned awaits the execution of the penalty for his crime. Neither of which is true of believers. We do not stand condemned because through Christ the certainty of life from the Spirit has set us free from the certainty of death and damnation from sin.
P
aul goes on to say that the law of Moses was not able to save us because we were not able to obey it. Our human nature with its inclination to sin is why. The law is unable to do anything to help us. It makes demands and condemns us when we do not meet its demands, but that’s all. So God had to intervene and do what the law could not do. He sent his Son “in the likeness of sinful men” to die for us. Paul puts it that way to indicate that while Jesus was truly human, he was not sinful. Christ “was made sin for us” (2 Cor 5:21) and God executed judgment against sin by pouring out his wrath on him. God did this in order that we might be righteous. Christ died for us and we no longer stand condemned. The Spirit lives in us and we can now do what is right and pleasing to God through his enabling. 
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief of “Salvation by Grace.”
     Read Romans 8:1-4 from your own Bible.  
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“Therefore”  (v. 1)  The opening word indicates that Paul is about to draw a conclusion from what he has previously said. Most likely his conclusion is broadly based on everything he wrote from 3:21 on.
“condemnation” (v. 1)  The word “condemn” [katakrino] is used in a judicial sense in the NT. The term refers to the verdict in a trial and by implication its execution as well. Therefore, condemnation may be viewed as not only the sentence but the putting of the sentence into execution. 
“law of” (v. 2)  The word “law” in the expressions “the law of the Spirit of life” and “the law of sin and death” does not refer to the law of Moses.  The word “law” is used in these expressions much like it is used in the expression “the law of gravity.” Just as gravity is a force with a predictable outcome, so “sin” and “the Spirit” are powers that have predictable outcomes–death in the first instance and life in the second. So one can say that to be set free from “the law of sin and death” entails both justification and sanctification. 
“the law” (v. 3)  Here the word “law” does refer to the law of Moses. In other words, the law cannot help those who cannot obey it (other than the useful service of revealing ones sinfulness). 
“likeness” (v. 3)  Paul is not saying that Jesus only appeared to be human. Neither does Paul say, “in sinful flesh”. He was neither a phantom nor a sinner, but a perfect man. 

“condemned sin” (v. 3)  God executed his judgment on sin through the offering of his Son. In doing so, God effectively removed sin’s ability to “dictate terms” for those who are “in Christ”. 

“righteous requirements” (v. 4)  Verse 4 explains why God “condemned sin in sinful man”. His purpose was to see the requirement of the law met in Christians. The law tells us that God has the right to summon us to his court, and that he requires that we be found righteous. 
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”   What does that mean to you? 

2. Why is there no condemnation for those joined to Jesus Christ?
3. What was the law powerless to do and why?
4. Complete this sentence, “The sinful nature is ...”
5. Jesus appeared “in the likeness of sinful man.”  Sinful man has a “sinful nature”.  Do you think Jesus had a sinful nature?   Explain
6. God “condemned sin in sinful man.”  How did He do that?
7. Put God’s purpose for doing that in your own words.
8. Explain the contrast in verse 4.
9. Put what it means to “live according to the Spirit” in your own words.
10. Give yourself some good advice based on the message of this passage.
11. Journal your thoughts on “not living according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
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