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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
April 26, 2009


Sermon on the Mount
Walking with Joy and Confidence
This Week’s Essential

Courageous Faith: We trust God’s ways rather than our own.
Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
G
od is personal. He is knowable like other persons. Jesus said as much when he spoke of knowing God and knowing himself in the same breath, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3). Philip Yancey writes, 
“Indeed, I see many parallels between getting to know God and getting to know a human person. I first learn a person’s name. Something in his personality attracts me to him. I spend time with my new friend, learning what activities we have in common. I give gifts and make small sacrifices for that friend. I do things to please my friend that I wouldn’t do otherwise. I share happy times and sad times; we laugh together and weep together. I reveal my deepest secrets. I take risks of relationship. I make commitments. I fight and argue, then reconcile. All these stages of relationship apply to God as well.” 

                             (Reaching for the Invisible God, 108)
Henry Blackaby puts it this way,
“In the Scriptures knowledge of God comes through experience. We come to know God as we experi-ence Him in and around our lives.” 
                                                        (Experiencing God, 7)
And so we cling to the bright promise of a personal relationship with God.

I
n large part, we grow closer or farther apart in our relationship with God – as we do with other persons – as we respond to Him. And when it comes to our level of intimacy with God, a courageous faith, mani-fested by obedience, is the key. In John 14:21-23, Jesus promised the obedient disciple a special experience of the love of the Father and the Son. He said, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” His words were not wasted on John who echoed their sense in 1 John 2:3, “We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.” John is not saying, in the narrower sense, that we know that we are saved if we obey his commands. Rather, he is saying, in the broader sense, that we know that we have intimate fellowship with God if we obey his commands. The apostle is talking about assurance of intimacy rather than relationship. In other words, obedience is an indicator of the level of intimacy we enjoy with the Father.
H
owever, counterfeit spirituality is all too common today. Many people outside the church and far too many inside it claim to know God, but their claims ring hollow. They use pious talk to make a show of spirituality, but they don’t walk as Jesus did. They don’t obey God’s commandments. For these people John has sobering words, “The man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 Jn 2:4). Of course, some of these people are not Christians, but some are and when they are Christian leaders, they are the most pathetic. They live in a fabricated world of pseudo spirituality thinking that they enjoy an intimate relationship with God all the while blind to the fact that they are walking in darkness. In spite of their true condition, their God-talk often implies a kind of conversation with God that did not actually take place. How can we avoid their pitfall? We must remember that walking with joy and confidence with the Father requires a courageous faith manifested by obedience to his commands.
Being “in Him” vs. Being “in Christ”

On 1 John 2:6 one commentator writes, “It would be a mistake to equate the concept of being ‘in Him’ as John uses it here with the Pauline concept of being ‘in Christ.’ For Paul, the words ‘in Christ’ describe a Christian’s secure position in God’s Son with all its attendant privileges. With John, the kind of intimacy pictured in the vine-branch imagery describes an experience that can be ruptured (John 15:6) with a resultant loss of fellowship and fruitfulness” (Zane Hodges, “1 John”, BKCNT, 888).

Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief of “Courageous Faith.”
     Read 1 John 2:3-17 from your own Bible.  
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“know”  (v. 3)  Two Greek words translated “know” or “known” occur 29 times in this letter (ginosko 23 and oida 6).
“come to know” (v. 3)  The perfect tense, which implies past experience with continuing effects, is used hear. John is not saying that we know that we have been saved if we obey his commands. What he is saying is that it is possible to be saved and yet not enjoy intimacy with God.
“obey” (v. 3)  The present tense, which implies continuous action, is used here. Continuing obedience indicates continuing fellowship with God. 
“to live” (v. 6)  The verb here translated “to live” is the same verb used in John 15:4 where the NIV translates it “remain” and the NKJV and the NASB translates it “abide”. 
“darkness passing” (v. 8)  With Christ came the dawning of a new age of righteousness that will supplant the old age of sin. Christ’s incarnation brought a light that can never be extinguished in a dark world that is passing away.
“have overcome” (v. 13)  The perfect tense refers to a past experience with continuing effects. We conquered the evil one when we believed in Jesus Christ, and in the strength of the word of God we continue to triumph in spiritual warfare. 

“the world” (v. 15)  John is not referring to people or creation but rather to secular society or culture with values and goals that are at enmity with God. 
“cravings” (v. 16)  The Greek word occurs twice in this verse and once in the next. The NIV translates it differently each time: “cravings,” “lust” and “desires”. The NKJV consistently translates it “lust”. 

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. According to verse 3, obedience is an indicator.  What do you think obedience signifies? 

2. Can we conclude based on verse 4 that a disobedient person is not a Christian?  Explain?
3. In what sense is God’s love made complete in those who obey his word?  (see Jn. 14:21)
4. How does what Jesus said about abiding “in me” in John 15:5-8 help us understand what “living” in God means in verse 6?
5. In what sense is the command that we love one another an old command?
6. Explain what the words “his brother” imply regarding the person who claims to be in the light 

          but hates his brother?
7. John reveals our true identify as believers. What does he say about us?
8. What do you think John hoped to accomplish by assuring us of our identity as believers?
9. How does love for the world express itself in the life of a Christian?
10. John gives two reasons why we shouldn’t love the world or anything in the world.  What are they?
11. Explain how the message of this passage pertains to the Essential Belief of Courageous Faith.
12. Explain how this lesson corrected a misunderstanding of yours or added to your understanding.

13. Describe how well you know the Father in light of the specific contents and overall message of this passage?
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