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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
August 16, 2009
‘Tasting’ Like Children of God
Temptation: He always provides a way out
This Week’s Essential

Self-Control: We have been given the power and strength to say “No!” to sin so we may live holy lives.
Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No!” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.
“T
here is not a person who has cast a shadow across this earth, including Jesus Christ, who has not faced temptation.  And there is not a single person who has ever lived, except Christ, who has not yielded to it at one time or another and suffered the consequences. Temptation is an inevitable part of our fallen world. We cannot escape it” (Charles Swindoll, Joseph: A Man if Integrity and Forgiveness, 22). We may not be able to escape it; nevertheless the story of Joseph assures us that we can successfully resist it. 
A

s a man, Joseph is one of the Bible’s most com-mendable characters. Joseph, the son of Rachel, his father Jacob’s favorite wife, was younger then the sons of the other wives. The Bible says that Jacob loved Joseph more than his brothers, and showed open favoritism (37:2-4). As a result the brothers hated Joseph, and were constantly critical and cutting in speaking to him. At 17 years of age Joseph had dreams which indicated he was to have authority over his brothers and his parents. He foolishly told the dreams, and while his father took them seriously, the brothers became more jealous. A short time later Joseph was sent to make sure that all was well with his brothers, who were herding the family flocks on a distant range. Seeing Joseph approach, the brothers conspired to kill him but were restrained by Reuben. When a trade caravan of Midianites passed near, they decided to sell Joseph as a slave. When the caravan reached Egypt, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, a high Egyptian official. 
S

eemingly, his situation was hopeless. He was a well-built, handsome man who had caught the eye of his master’s wife, and she was determined to seduce him. He couldn’t avoid her; he worked in the house, not in the field, where she confronted him daily. Neither could he ignore her. She was brazenly and shamelessly persistent. “Come to bed with me. Let’s have sex,” she insisted. The first time she propositioned him, Joseph refused. “How can I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” he asked. Now “if you’re sitting there thinking that Joseph was some kind of spiritual giant, put it out of your mind. If you’re thinking that some supernatural cloud of protection held him in check, forget it. Just look at the evidence. Here was an Egyptian woman offering her body and a young Jewish servant being tempted by her bold advances. And so? He refused! He said, ‘No!’ He resisted her alluring words; he stared her down, determined not to yield” (Swindoll, 27). 
B

ut she was not about to take ‘no’ for an answer–no way. Day in and day out she hounded him with the same demand relentless in her pursuit. It was only a matter of time before he would succumb, or so she thought. One day when he entered the house to carry out his duties with no one around to see, she grabbed his garment and propositioned him once more, “Come to bed with me. Let’s have sex.” Joseph had plenty of time to ponder the possibility. Was she wearing him down? Was he wrestling to control the lust he felt welling up inside? Maybe, maybe not. In any case, he saw a way out of the temptation and took it. He ran out leaving his cloak in hand.

J

oseph’s example reminds us of Paul’s words to the Corinthians regarding temptation. “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it” (1 Cor. 10:13). Commenting on this verse the Church Father Origen wrote, “Many do not bear it but are conquered by temptation. What God gives us is not the certainty that we shall bear it but the possibility that we may be able to bear it” (On First Principles, 3.2.3). Christians may succumb to temptation, but need not. First, God is faithful; he can be counted on to help us. Second, when we are tempted he will provide a way out, but whether we take it nor not is up to us. The temptations that come to us are those all human beings face and are unavoidable. But God is right there with us to keep us from being overwhelmed by them. When we are tempted, he will provide a way out, not to avoid the temptation, but to resist it successfully and stand firm under it.
Consider what the following passage says about the Virtue “Self-Control”.
         Read Genesis 39 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“in the house” (v. 2)  Potiphar recognized Joseph’s ability and assigned him to work indoors with higher-ranking servants.
“attendant” (v. 4)  Joseph was made the manager of Potiphar’s estate. Officials like Joseph, who are often mentioned in Egyptian texts, were in charge of all their master’s assets.
“except the food he ate” (v. 6)  Potiphar was so confident in Joseph that he attended to nothing but his private, personal affairs.
“well-built and handsome” (v. 6)  Amid Joseph’s many blessings, apparently he suffers from one endowment too many, stunning beauty .
“sin against God” (v. 9)  God had given him a dream and had blessed him in Potiphar’s house. How could he offend God by doing such a wicked thing.
“Hebrew” (v. 14)  She purposed to turn their racist attitudes to her advantage since they probably objected to having a Hebrew boss. It was disgraceful. Then she played the “race card” again with Potiphar when he returned home.
“make sport” (v. 14)  These somewhat ambiguous words at times refer to playful sexual behavior (see 26:8) at other times to insulting behavior (see 21:9). “This Hebrew has been brought to us to disgrace us” seems to get at the meaning here.
“beside” (v. 15)  She insinuated that Joseph had taken his cloak off before attempting to rape her.
“prison” (v. 20)  One might have expected a foreign slave to be executed for such a crime, but for some reason Joseph is imprisoned. It seems that he has escaped death a second time.
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What reason is repeatedly given for Joseph’s prosperity? 
2. What reason is repeatedly given for Potiphar’s prosperity?
3. What do you think the point is of the repetition in verse 5?
4. Potiphar’s wife’s proposition is brief in comparison to Joseph’s refusal. How do her few words strike you?
5. Why do you think Joseph “Just said No!” to Potiphar’s wife?
6. How did Joseph’s refusal affect her?
7. Verse 11 deserves an exclamation point rather than a period. What do you think? (see Proverbs 7:19)
8. Wouldn’t Joseph have been better off had he not refused her advances? After all “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned.”
9. Every ounce of Mrs. Potiphar’s lust turned to fury.  Explain just how she turned her fury on Joseph?
10. What affect would her reference to Joseph as that “slave you bought?” and “your slave” have had on Potiphar?
11. What do you think the narrator’s passing comment that Joseph was imprisoned “where the king’s prisoners were confined” intimate?
12. What do you think the point is of the contrast in verses 20 and 21?

13. What if Potiphar had discovered that his wife’s story was a blatant lie?
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