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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
August 23, 2009
Street Lights
Lighting My Neighborhood Through Love
Week’s Essential

Love/Compassion: We unconditionally and sacrificially love and forgive others.
1 John 4:10-12 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
G
od loves me, but he’s not in love with me. There’s a difference. But unfortunately, our culture has so romanticized and sexualized the idea of “love” that the word “love” can’t shake its erotic nuances no matter what the context. The meaning of “love” has been reduced so by its culturally dominant connotations that it’s hard to even talk about God’s love without communicating nuances that don’t biblically belong. And the same goes for talking about love for others. Scripture says, “love your neighbor,” but nowadays, thanks to pop culture, that can either sound immoral or downright creepy. 
W
e’ve got to snatch the meaning of love out of the hands of our “Desperate Housewives” culture and put it back in the hand of 1 Corinthians 13. What is love? “Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance” (NLT). Love is about these things.
T

his week’s Scripture passage is a familiar one–Luke 10:25-37 (the Good Samaritan). Jesus stated that we are to “love our neighbors as ourselves” and he used the Good Samaritan story to tell us that our neighbor is anyone who is in need of our help. Jews in the first-century believed that they should love their neighbors as themselves just as the Lord commanded in Leviticus 19:18. Through Moses he told the entire assembly of Israel, “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.” And they generally agreed that “neighbor” meant “fellow-countryman” but excluded foreigners. The popular view, then, of the Lord’s command might be paraphrased, “You shall love your fellow country-man; but you need not love your enemy” (see Matthew 5:43). No wonder Jesus caused a stir when he said, “But I tell you: Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.” (v. 44)
I
n the third century A.D. a terrible plague struck the city of Alexandria in Egypt claiming many lives. The pagans interpreted the event as the god’s punishment and refused to help the sick since they must have deserved their calamity. Alexandrian Christians responded differently. Out of love for God and their neighbors, they nursed the weak and buried the dead–often contracting fatal illnesses themselves. These brave souls won the nickname paraboloni, which means “one who takes a risk.” They followed the example of the Good Samaritan.

Y
ou know the story. Three men came across a man in desperate need, but only one–and the least expected one at that–did anything to help. We aren’t told why the priest and the Levite passed by on the other side–but we can surely relate. Involvement with “problem people” often entangles us in embar-rassing, difficult and even dangerous situations. We may not feel good about choosing the other side of the road, but we feel a lot safer. Besides, others are better qualified. People in need are problems, interruptions, nuisances. They intrude awkwardly on my privacy. They deflect me from my duty. They distract me from my responsibility. They keep me from my pleasures. I agree that they need help, and I hope that someone does help. But not me, not now, not here. I have a different agenda.
T
he Good Samaritan stands in stark relief to the priest and the Levite. When he encounters the battered victim, he doesn’t toss the man money, canned goods, used clothing, or gospel tracts. Instead, he gets up close and personal. He dirties his hands tending to the man’s wounds. He gives sacrificially of his time and money. “Go and do likewise,” Jesus said (LK 10:37). But doing likewise doesn’t mean we have to wait until we run across a battered victim of violence who’s a total stranger. Love begins by showing interest in others, caring enough to get to know them, and being kind to them. And while the command isn’t limited to literal neighbors, it doesn’t exclude them either.
Consider what the following passage says about the Virtue “Love/Compassion”.
         Read Luke 10:25-37 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“expert in the law” (v. 25)  Experts in the law are also mentioned by Luke in 10:25; 11:45, 46, 52 and 14:3. The same are also called “teachers of the law” and “scribes.”
“test” (v. 25)  Not necessarily to trap Jesus or to trip him up but simply to see whether he would answer correctly. The lawyer had prepared an answer to his question before he asked it.
“what must I do” (v. 25)  In other words, “What must I do to share in the resurrection of the righteous?” or “When future blessing comes, how can I be sure I will receive it?”
“Love your God . . .” (v. 27)  The lawyer based his answer on Dt. 6:5 and Lev. 19:18. Jesus agreed and answered, “Do this and you will live.”
“neighbor” (v. 29)  For most Jews a neighbor was another Jew, not a Samaritan or a Gentile. The Pharisees and the Essenes did not even include all Jews. The Essenes taught that one was to love all the children of light who are part of the community but to hate the children of darkness who stand outside the community.
“justify” (v. 29)  In an effort to justify himself, the lawyer asked another question. He was looking for an exclusive definition of neighbor rather than an inclusive one so he could claim that he had obeyed the command. Jesus didn’t give him what he was looking for.
“Jericho” (v. 30)  The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends approximately 3300 feet over a distance of about 17 miles. It was a dangerous road to travel because it ran through desert and rocky country well suited to give cover to robbers. Because many priests and Levites lived in Jericho, they had to make the dangerous round trip to Jerusalem regularly.
“two silver coins” (v. 35)  His payment in advance was most likely sufficient for several days.

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What do you infer about the setting of the expert’s question from verse 25? 
2. Jesus answered the man’s question with a question. Put what Jesus asked him in your own words.
3. The expert responded with a twofold answer to Jesus’ question. Sum up the first part of his answer.
4. Explain the comparison “love your neighbor as yourself” in verse 27.
5. Jesus said, “Do this and you will live.”  Good news or bad news?   Why?
6. Explain the relationship of the question the expert asked to his desire to justify himself.
7. Contrast the reactions of the priest and Levite to the wounded man with the reaction and action of the Samaritan.
8. Explain how the parable relates to the expert’s question.
9. Should we “go and do likewise” to inherit eternal life?   Explain?
10. Think of some people you know who have less than you do. Think of ways you might help them.
11. Think of your neighbors – who are they, how can you become better acquainted, and what stands in the way of becoming better acquainted and what can you do about it?
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