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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
August 2, 2009
‘Tasting’ Like Children of God
Renovated Living
This Week’s Essential

Kindness/Goodness/Gentleness: We look for the best in others, and always do our best to bring it out. We chose to do the right things in our relationships with others.
1 Thessalonians 5:15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.
K
indness is just one of the virtues Paul tells us to “clothe” ourselves with or “put on” in Col. 3:12. The others include compassion, humility, gentleness and patience. These virtues have a reciprocal relationship to community. They are both manifested in community and developed in community. When I say they are manifested “in community,” I mean they are manifested “in relationships with others.” None of them is evident in and of itself. They are only made evident in community. Compassion is made evident in acts of compassion to others. Humility is made evident in preferential treatment of others, gentleness in consideration of others, and patience in putting up with others. And how in the world would love be made evident apart from the showing of it to others! Every Christian fellowship is made up of all kinds of people, which means we will inevitably find ourselves in close proximity to people who are very different than us. It’s in that close proximity to people with whom we would not normally choose to associate that these virtues are made evident. Community needs these virtues to survive.
I

ronically, these virtues need community to develop. That’s the reciprocal part. None of us are perfect with respect to any of them; we possess them in part. On a scale of 1 to 5 where 5 means “I’m always patient with others” and 1 means “I’m never patient with others” we’re all somewhere in between. Some of us might be 2s and some of us might be 4s when it comes to any one of them, but one thing’s for sure–none of us who are 2s can become 4s just by trying hard. These virtues are cultivated in community. Patience develops through contact with difficult people. Humility develops through putting others first, and so on. All of this suggests that involvement in community isn’t optional for those who want to develop spiritually. The fruit of the Spirit is fruit He produces, but He uses our relationships with others to produce it–at least in part.
I

n Colossians chapter 3, Paul doesn’t call people who have “died and been raised with Christ” to just abandon their wicked ways; he calls on them to “clothe” themselves in the ways of Christ. Verses 12-17 unfold around three main commands. 

“The first, found in 3:12, is clothe yourselves with Christian characteristics. The second, in 3:15, commands the church to let the peace of Christ rule in it. The third, in 3:16, urges the church to let the word of Christ dwell in its midst. Paul moved from the individual and personal characteristics to corporate commands. He began with individuals, but he spoke to the church at large before the end of these verses” (Richard Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, NAC, 299).
T

he personal characteristics believers are to clothe themselves with are these: 1) compassion, i.e., a sensitivity to those suffering and in need, 2) kindness, i.e, a sweet disposition and thoughtful interpersonal dealings, 3) humility, i.e., a realistic view of oneself, thinking neither to little nor too much of oneself, 4) gentleness, i.e., consideration for others rather than harsh, arrogant, or self-assertive treatment of others, and 5) patience, i.e., long-suffering and self-restraint. These five virtues, which create unity in contrast to the five vices in verse 8 that destroy it, are made evident in community. Putting up with each other and forgiving each other are but two specific ways they are fleshed out in a group.
T

he command “Let the peace of Christ rule” refers to corporate rather than individual tran-quility. It suggests that the health and well-being of the body should govern the activities and decision making of the community. And the command “let the word of Christ dwell” refers to the gospel that had come to them, the proclamation that in him all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form. It suggests that believers should use the word of Christ wisely to teach and admonish one another.
Now that you’re a new person in Christ,

dress yourself in his virtues,

and let his peace and word govern

the life you live together with others.

Consider what the following passage says about the Virtue “Kindness/Goodness/Gentleness”.
         Read Colossians 3:12-17 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“therefore” (v. 12)  The same motivation that prompts the Christian to abandon the old ways of life encourages him or her to embrace the new ways.
“God’s chosen” (v. 12)  God has set apart those who repent and place their trust in Jesus for great things. He has made them the objects of his love. In view of this privilege the following characteristics are only reasonable.
“Bear with” (v. 13)  For the sake of maintaining community, we will sometimes have to “put up with” people with whom we would not normally choose to associate – even when they fail or act differently from what is expected.

“peace of Christ” (v. 15)  Most likely a continuation of the appeal for loving concern among the members of the Christian community.
“word of Christ” (v. 16)  Probably Paul means here the word about Christ, who He is, rather than the word that comes from Christ.
“teach and admonish” (v. 16)  Most likely Paul is saying that a primary way of letting the word of Christ dwell in us richly is by teaching and admonishing one another.

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Explain the relationship of verses 12-17 to verses 1-4. 
2. “As” often indicates comparison but not in verse 12.  What does it indicate here?
3. How does it make you feel to realize you’ve been “chosen” by God?
4. What do you think the 5 virtues Paul mentions in verse 12 have in common?  Explain.

5. Explain the relationship of verse 13 to verse 12.
6. Explain the comparison in verse 13.
7. What do you infer about love from verse 14?
8. Put what verse 15 means in your own words.
9. Describe how believers are to minister to one another in the body of Christ?
10. How does doing all you do “in the name of the Lord Jesus” affect all you do?
11. How does the message of this passage speak to the following “Situation for Reflection”:

Anne isn’t excited about going to Neighborhood Group; she doesn’t get along well with a couple of other women in the group. That means her husband, Gilbert, isn’t excited about going either. He can tell how these women get on his wife’s nerves. In the first place, they stick together like glue. You never see the one without the other, and they don’t let anyone else get close. What’s more there’s just something about them that grates on her, something she can’t put her finger on. To make matters worse, a rather, socially challenged gal in the group has decided she wants Anne to be her new best friend. She’s always on the lookout for her and once she finds her she doesn’t leave her side until the meeting’s over. Recently, she started calling to see if the two could have lunch sometime. If that weren’t enough, getting to Neighborhood Group is always a hassle and getting food together to take is an even bigger hassle. Don’t get me wrong, Anne doesn’t think Neighborhood Group is all bad, just that the annoying things are driving her crazy. She’s not sure she wants to go anymore. That means Gilbert isn’t sure he wants to go anymore.
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