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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
December 6, 2009
Christmas: Enough is Enough
This Week’s Essential

Peace: I trust Christ to displace anxiety and worry at the center of my life.
Philippians 4:6&7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanks-giving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
A

s I opened my holiday cards last year, I re-member being struck by one common theme . . .

. . . “Christmas is a journey of the heart bringing peace and happiness to all.”

. . . “When the people of all the nations of the world understand each other, then we shall indeed have peace on earth.”
H

as peace become a convenient euphemism for Christmas, a word acceptable to all, offensive to none, and–gulp–politically correct? Remember that familiar carol “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”? It was written by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
I heard the bells on Christmas day

Their old familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet the words repeat

Of peace on earth, good will to men.

Well, the angel’s words recorded in Luke 2:14 have been loosely translated in this song. It isn’t “Peace on earth good will to men.” It’s “Peace among men with whom God is pleased.”
T

he peace in the New Testament is not inter-national. There is no promise of harmony be-tween nations. We learn in Romans 16:20 that the world will not know final rest from war until the God of peace throws Satan and his followers into the Lake of Fire. The world in which we live, the nation in which we live, is anything but peaceful. Look around. It’s not simply the financial collapse, recession and loss of jobs. There is little peace in the lives of men and women everywhere. The peace of Christmas is about peace with God. Jesus Christ was born so that we can be reconciled through Him. When we turn from our sin and trust Jesus, thereby receiving that gift, which is wrapped and waiting under the tree of Life, He promises to come into our life and bring His peace. There can be no peace without God. His intervention is essential, for sin has so marred individuals and society that strife is our constant companion. 
E

ssentially the passage this week (Pr 14:30) asserts the value of being genuinely content (at peace) with our present circumstances (and relationships) regardless of the perceived difficulties or un-certainties we might face. The second half of the verse turns the exhortation into an admonition. The author contrasts peace with envy (or jealousy). Either way you slice it, the verse connotes an underlining sentiment of dissatisfaction with the measure of grace, mercy, protection and provision one has already received from God. How does someone express this type of dissatisfaction? By coveting things others possess. Or, it could merely be in having a spirit of unrest in wanting our present situation or circumstances to be different (i.e., better).    
P
eriodically I (Pastor Phil) find myself succumbing to the trappings of the latter category. I’m not concerned about keeping up with the “Jones” of this world. But I do allow myself to lose perspective on how small my present “concerns” are in light of the magnitude of God’s present day provision. It’s not that I’m not ungrateful; rather, that I’m not grateful enough! And “enough” means I am experiencing the peace of God in the midst of my circumstances. The truth is, I live a blessed, blessed life. And the more I focus on how God has and continues to graciously bless me, the less concerned I become regarding the future speculations of my present situations.
W
hile we all want to become more like Christ, I find myself longing to more fully live out the words of Paul to the Philippians: words spoken while he was imprisoned under house arrest in Rome awaiting trial that could cost him his life. In applaud-ing their concern for him, Paul states, “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do every-thing through him who gives me strength” 
(Ph 4:11-13).
I

 wish each and every one of you peace this Christ-mas–the peace that only comes from being re-conciled with God through Jesus Christ.
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Virtue of “Peace”.
         Read Proverbs 14:30 from your own Bible.

Digging deeper into the meaning 

“heart” (v. 30)  “Heart” is used here as a figure of speech for the overall emotional state of a person; roughly equivalent to one’s core personality, including emotions.
“peace” (v. 30)  In the Bible the word “peace” has a wide range of meanings. Basically it includes the ideas of wholeness, well-being, prosperity and security, all associated with God’s presence with his people.
“gives life” (v. 30)  The life mentioned here refers to the life which the Spirit of God brings forth in our daily walk with him. So, here, the life that is given us through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, is one that will sustain us through the trials and tribulations amidst God’s call upon each of our lives.
“envy” (v. 30)  “The term “envy” refers to passionate zeal or jealousy, depending on whether the object is out of bounds or within one’s rights. The word describes an intenxe4 and sometimes violent excitement and desire that is never satisfied. It is an emotion that can destroy one’s inner peace and have a physical effect that “eats away at a person”.
“rots” (v. 30)  Figurative language meant to communicate a slow, steady decay to ruin.
“bones” (v. 30)  “Bones” refers figuratively to the whole body. The sense is that inward excitation, a resentful mind, which cares only for itself and which gets worked up, is like bone cancer that rots the most firm components of the body and shortens a person’s life.

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What do you think it means to have a “heart of peace”?
2. What might be some common hindrances to having a heart like this?
3. In what sense do you feel a peace-filled countenance “gives life” to one’s “body”?
4. What things/circumstances in our life do you feel leads us to become envious?
5. How would you explain to someone the relationship between envy and ingratitude?
6. What percentage of Christians do you suppose struggle with envy?  Explain your answer?
7. List at least three reasons why you think no Christian should be envious of another?
8. What additional image or word-picture comes to mind when you think of the concept of “rotting”?
9. Identify the one point of comparison in this passage?
10. How would you respond to the following difficult situation in light of the Essential Virtue “Peace” 

   and the message of this week’s passage?

Betty has two brothers; one older, the other younger. A few years back, Barney, the older one, fell into a business deal that yielded an immense windfall of financial gain. He was able to pay off his mortgage, purchase new cars for he and his wife, take the family “dream trip” on a Disney cruise, and all with plenty of money to spare for their personal savings/retirement accounts and their kid’s college tuition. During this time the younger brother Fred has become increasingly more distant from and critical towards his brother. 
When Betty spoke to Fred about this last Thanksgiving he responded, “I just feel as though Barney has changed since he came into all this money.” Cars and trips aside...Betty simply didn’t see Fred’s perspective. Regardless, Fred still seems obsessed to find his “big break” and seems to be willing to stop at nothing to achieve the business success of Barney. He’s spending less and less time with his family, putting on more and more weight and the bags under his eyes keep getting darker. Betty is left asking herself which brother has been affected the most by Barney’s new money.
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