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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
February 15, 2009
Sermon on the Mount
An Invitation to Greatness
This Week’s Essential

Biblical Community — I fellowship with other believers to accomplish God’s purposes in my life, in my family, and in the world.
Acts 2:44-47 All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together...They broke bread in their homes and ate together...praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 
“I

[image: image1.wmf]t was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love” (John 13:1). The last thing Jesus did for his disciples was wash their feet – their dirty, smelly, ugly, callused feet. He did it to teach them a lesson. You see after eating the Passover feast, they began to argue over which of them was the greatest; it was a dispute they had before (Lk. 22:24-27; Mk. 9:34; 10:35-45). How like chickens they were! Chickens need to know which is the greatest, which is the least, and which is on every rung of the “pecking order” in between, and until that pecking order is established there can be no peace in the chicken yard. But rather than scold them for not paying attention to what he had repeatedly taught them, Jesus branded their minds with an image of greatness that marked them for the rest of their days. “He got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples feet” (Jn. 13:4, 5).
R
ichard Foster writes, “Whenever there is trouble over who is the greatest, there is trouble over who is the least. That is the crux of the matter for us, isn’t it? Most of us know we will never be the greatest; just don’t let us be the least. Gathered at the Passover Feast, the disciples were keenly aware that someone needed to wash the other’s feet. The problem was that the only people who washed feet were the least. So there they sat, feet caked with dirt. It was such a sore point that they were not even going 
to talk about it. No one wanted to be considered the least. Then Jesus took a towel and a basin and redefined greatness” (Celebration of Discipline, 126).
T

his week’s lesson contains an invitation to greatness – Jesus’ invitation to greatness, which is radically different from the world’s. The world measures greatness in terms of how much and what kind of service one can obtain from others, but Jesus measures greatness in terms of how much and what kind of service one can give to others. And the possibilities are endless. Foster writes about ten different kinds of service. The “service of hiddenness” involves doing things for others that generally remain unknown. The “service of small things” involves following the example of Dorcas who did what she could by making garments for widows (Acts 9:39). The “service of guarding the reputation of others” involves refusing to take part in slanderous talk about them. The “service of being served” involves permitting others to serve us never feeling that we must repay it. The “service of common courtesy” involves civility, which has fallen on hard times these days. The “service of hospitality” involves opening our homes to others. The “service of listening” which Foster calls, “the first service that one owes to others in the fellowship” (138), involves taking time to understand and empathize with others. The “service of bearing one another’s burdens” and the “service of sharing one another’s sorrows” involve standing by others in bad times. And finally, the “service of sharing the word of life with one another” involves building one another up in faith (134-140). 
W

e have a number of symbols for Christianity – the cross, of course, and the fish. It seems to me that the towel would be an excellent albeit probably less popular symbol. I wonder how it would look emblazoned on a bumper sticker? 
Consider what this passage says about the Essential Discipline “Biblical Community.”
Read Mark 9:33-37 & 10:35-45 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into its meaning

“child” (9:36) In that culture, even more than in our own, children had neither power nor influence. In fact, the words “child” or “children” were sometimes used figuratively to refer to servants, because children were the least significant persons in Jewish as well as Greco-Roman society.
“welcome” (9:37) The verb “receive” (KJV) is used in the sense of welcoming and caring for a person. “Here the idea implies tending to the needs of people who have no power, no influence, and no wealth – people who need things done for them rather than by them. . . In effect Jesus here says that we ought to seek out not those who can do things for us, but those for whom we can do things” (William Barclay, The Gospel of Mark, 231).
“we want” (10:35) “Teacher,” they said, “there is something we want you to do for us” (TEV).
“sit...right and left” (10:37) James and John asked Jesus to give them the highest positions of prestige and power in his kingdom (see also Matt. 19:28). They were asking as individuals and not on behalf of the twelve. 
“glory” (10:37) They believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah who would sit on the throne of David and rule (politically) over Israel from Jerusalem. 
“the cup” (10:38) The word “cup” is used figuratively here as a metaphor for the experiences that God allots to men, (see “my cup overflows” Ps. 23:5). Thus the expression “drink the cup I drink” means to share the same fate.
“be baptized” (10:38) The verb means, “to immerse” or “submerge.” It is used figuratively here with reference to being submerged in an experience. Referring to his crucifixion, Jesus asked James and John whether they could go through the terrible experience he was about to go through.
“you will...” (10:39) James was martyred (Acts 12:2) and John was banished to the island of Patmos (Rev. 1:9).
“servant” (10:43) One who voluntarily renders useful service to others.

“slave” (10:44) One who forfeits his own rights to serve any and all. 


Answering Interpretive Questions
1. Jesus had finished most of his public ministry and along with the disciples, was on his way to Jerusalem to suffer and die. What question did he ask them when they arrived in Capernaum? Why do you think he asked it?  And, why do you think they didn’t answer it?

2. How did he settle their argument over who was the greatest?  
3. Explain the meaning of verse 37 in your own words?
4. When did James and John come to Jesus to make their request?  Does their timing strike you as odd?
5. Put exactly what James and John wanted from Jesus in contemporary terms? Do you see anything commen-dable in their request?
6. How would you describe James and John – what adjectives would you use to describe their character?

7. When he heard their request, Jesus said, “You don’t know what you’re asking.” What did he mean by that?

8. On what will greatness or eminence in the kingdom be based given what Jesus said?

9. To Jesus’ question they gave the simple answer, “We can.” What does their answer indicate to you?

10. Who grants the permission to sit on Christ’s right and left in his kingdom?  Why couldn’t the places they requested be given to James and John?

11. Jesus set the Gentile’s view of greatness on its head.  How so?

12. If you want to be a servant, you need to have the attitude of a servant. How would you have to change your attitude to improve your serve?







Jesus measures greatness in terms of how much and what kind of service one can give       to others.








