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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
February 1, 2009
Sermon on the Mount
Evangelism
This Week’s Essential:
Evangelism — I courageously share with others the faith and hope I have in Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 6:19-20 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare if fearlessly, as I should.
E

vangelism has had many different cultural expressions. Images of evangelistic activities are many – circuit riding preachers, tent revivals, city-wide campaigns, door-to-door canvassing, tract distribution, street preaching and even “tele-evangelists.” For some, these images stir intense confusion. Most Christians do not consider them-selves to be dynamic evangelists.
J
[image: image1.wmf]esus did practice public evangelism with great success. He did confront people He met in every day life. He did preach to large crowds and impacted an astounding number of people in a day without mass transit or mass media. Public evangelism was not his only method of evangelism, though. One of His simplest and most effective methods involved simply “hanging out.” Jesus made a concerted effort to associate, mingle, dine, banquet and “hang out” with “publicans, tax collectors and sinners” (Mt 9:10-11; 11:19; Mk 2:15-16; Lk 5:27-30; 7:34; 15:1-2; 19:1-10). He described such people as sick and needing a physician, lost and needing a savior. Even though Jesus lost the respect of the religiously sophisticated, He was willing to be ridiculed as a “glutton and wine-bibber” (Lk 7:34) for the opportunity to “seek and save the lost” (Lk 19:10).
T
his “hanging out” habit was most disturbing to the religious elite of the day. The Pharisees “dismissed as inconsequential the common people who possessed neither the time nor the inclination to regulate their conduct by Pharisaic standards. They were particularly despised because they did not eat their food in a state of ceremonial cleanliness and because they failed to separate the tithe. The designation, ‘sinners’ as used by the scribes is roughly equivalent to ‘outcasts.’ The joint expression ‘publicans and sinners’ denotes well-known and despised classes among the people.” (William Lane, NIV Commentary, Mark pg 103)
E
ven today, it is difficult for many, if not most, Christians  to “mix it up” with non-believers. We fear for our children, our reputations, and our safety. Often we do not seem to have that much in common with people who do not believe or live as we do. Yet Jesus and his disciples stand as examples to us of people who maintained their faith and faithfulness while spending time with unbelievers. 
A

s you read through the passages and answer the questions, consider the prejudices and bias that you have against non-believers. Examine your fears and ask God to help you find ways to be available to those you live near and work with. We may not all have mass-evangelist callings or giftings, but we can certainly become more available to and acquainted with non-believers. Matthew and Cornelius both used their homes as places to invite non-believers and interact with people of faith. Jesus did not have a home, but made it a regular practice of accepting invitations to the homes of people who were not “religiously appropriate.” Our willingness to “hang-out” and relationally interact with non-believers, may be the only way we can effectively minister to people who are over-saturated with media, events and extravaganzas. Living with and inviting unbelievers into our homes and lives, looking for opportunities to share Jesus as the solution to their sin problem, is an effective and appealing way for us to practice evangelism.
Consider what these passages say about the Essential Discipline “Evangelism.”
Read Luke 5:27-31; 19:1-10; Acts 10:25-29, 34-36 from your own Bible
Digging deeper into its meaning

“tax collector” (Lk 5:27)  Such men were despised and hated. “When a Jew entered the customs service he was regarded as an outcast from society: he was disqualified as a judge or witness in a court session, was excommunicated from the synagogue, and in the eyes of the community his disgrace extended to his family (Lane, NIV Commentary, Mark pg 101). 
“sinners” (Lk 5:30)  A person who did not keep the ceremonial laws and standards of the Pharisees – could include criminals and “notorious” people, but not necessarily a term exclusively used for extreme sinners. 
“chief” (Lk 19:2)  Zacchaeus was no doubt in charge of other tax collectors. Jericho was on a major trade route. Zacchaeus no doubt became wealthy from his oversight of numerous tax gatherers.

“welcomed” (Lk 19:6)  This refers to receiving someone as a guest. The root word comes from the word for “hand”.  “To take up with the hand.” 
“associate” (Acts 10:28)  To join, keep company, share. Comes from the root word for “glue”.
“impure or unclean” (Acts 10:28)  Impure meaning “common or profane” and Unclean meaning “dirty or defiled.” 
“favoritism” (Acts 10:34)  A rejecting or a lack of acceptance.

Answering Interpretive Questions
1. In Luke 5:29, how did Levi respond to Jesus’ call in verses 27-28?

2. What differences do you see in the Pharisee’s complaint (Lk 5:30) and Jesus’ response (Lk 5:31-32)? 
3. How do Christians today mirror the attitude of the Pharisees as stated in Luke 5:30?
4. How was Jesus able to “eat and drink with sinners” and still please God? 
5. How did Zacchaeus respond to Jesus’ request to stay at his house?  Why do you think he responded in this way?
6. Who were “the people” in Luke 19:7 and how did they respond?  Why did they respond in this way?

7. In light of Luke 19, how would you respond if your small group leader started spending more time with his lost neighbors than with you?

8. In Acts 10, who told Peter that it was okay to do something beyond the boundaries of Jewish law?

   Is this a contradiction?  Explain.

9. What does Peter “now realize” in Acts 10:34?

10. How does “lack of favoritism” impact the way in which Christians live and interact with unbelievers? 

11. If you were invited to a home or a place that made you feel uncomfortable, hw would you respond?

12. Considering Levi, Zacchaeus, Cornelius, Peter and Jesus, how will you seek to use your home, resources and time to evangelize?







Use your home to spend time with non-believers, looking for opportunities to share Jesus as the solution to their sin problem.








