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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
February 22, 2009
The Sermon on the Mount
Pursuing God’s Wisdom on Purity
This Week’s Essential

Self-Control — I have been given the power to say “no” to sin so I my live a holy life.
Titus 2:12-12 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age. 
S
ex sells!  Media and marketing moguls know it so they shamelessly exploit it to boost ratings and increase profits. Reality TV is hardly real. In reality it’s really raunchy TV, TV that goes to great lengths to put people in sexual situations to titillate its viewers. And every few minutes between suggestive scenes advertisers treat viewers to another couple of minutes of commercials filled with sexual innuendo intended to sell everything from shampoo to SUVs. It’s tiring and degrading, but even worse, it eats away at our defenses against immodesty, immorality, and infidelity. What we see as commonplace becomes what we deem normal, and what we deem normal we deem acceptable. Once that happens prudent behavior somehow seems prudish and wise behavior somehow sanctimonious. We all make moral choices everyday. It’s up to us to make wise ones and remain upright in an immoral world.
T
he book of Proverbs has much to say about immodesty, immorality, and infidelity. In its first nine chapters, four extended passages deal directly with the subject: 2:1-22; 5:1-23; 6:20-25; and 7:1-27. Roughly 77 verses address it, 30% of the 256 verses in the first major part of the book. Needless to say sexual sin flies in the face of wisdom. One author writes, 
   “Against so high a view of marriage, sexual sin is pre-

    sented in the darkest colors. It’s a squandering of 
    powers that were designed for the founding of a true
    family that should be one’s own, and close-knit, and 
    divinely blessed. It’s an exchange of true intimacy for
    it’s a parody, a parting with one’s honor and liberty. It’s

    to throw away one’s best years and possibly one’s last 
    possessions. It’s to court physical danger and social
    disgrace; and this is not all. Those who think to explore
    life this way are flirting with death. It’s no mere detour
    from the best path but, in the fullest sense, a dead-end: 
   ‘for her house sinks down to death, and her paths to
    the shades; none who go to her come back nor do
    they regain the paths of life’ (Pr. 2:18, 19 RSV). It’s a 
    sin which sears the sinner inescapably: ‘Can a man
    take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?
    Or  can one walk upon hot coals, and his feet not be

    scortched’ (Pr. 6:27-29, 33b) [TOTC, Proverbs, 50].

C
an a person have an affair and walk away unscathed? Some think so nowadays. Has the moral of the blockbuster movie “Fatal Attraction” staring Michael Douglas and Genn Close long sense been forgotten? It seems so. Extra marital affairs are normal if we are to believe what we see on TV. After all consenting adults can do what they please; this is the twenty-first century. What we seldom see on TV, however, are the personal and social consequences of immodesty, immorality and infidelity–the disillusion-ment, disappointment, depression, disease and damage that follows in the wake of such destructive behavior. Wisdom warns us; it tells us the rest of the story. Consider the following situation. 
“H
ey Brad, I’m glad we met for lunch today. You’ve been out of town so much I almost forgot what you looked like.”

   “My wife told me practically the same thing last night, Larry. The extra travel from this promotion has meant extra work for her, which I usually hear about right after I walk in the door from the airport.” 

   “So, how is work going? Is the ‘road show’ about over or will the traveling continue?”

   “Work is going great. Our numbers are better than ever, and I’ve really enjoyed the team I’ve been working with. They’re all competent people, especially my associate. If Carlene weren’t on the team, we wouldn’t be doing so well. I’ve never had a more professional coworker. And would you believe she actually laughs at my jokes, and no one laughs at my jokes. She’s really fun to be with.”
   “Brad, you said ‘she,’ right?
   “Right, Carlene. We work great together – we’re always on the same page. As far as your earlier question about continued travel is concerned, we’re scheduled to make a presentation at the home office next month. I’m looking forward to the trip.”

   “Brad, do you think that’s a good idea?”

   “What?”
Consider what this passage says about the Essential Virtue “Self-Control.”
Read Proverbs 2:1-22 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into its meaning

“gives” (v.6)  Wisdom is a gift from God. This is somewhat paradoxical in that on one hand, the teacher speaks as if everything depends upon the listening and obedience of the person. On the other hand, wisdom is a divine gift.
“victory, shield” (vv.7)  The two lines of verse 7 express complementary ideas. “The upright” in the first line are “those whose walk is blameless” in the second. And “he holds the victory” in the first line because “he is a shield” in the second. Here’s the point: the LORD makes the upright succeed in that he shields the blameless from adversity.
“ways, paths” (vv.12-13)  Throughout this chapter two ways of walking (of living) are contrasted–the way of wisdom down a straight path and the way of foolishness down a dark path.

“adulteress, wayward wife” (v. 16) . The warning here is against the alluring and seductive woman whose charms ensnare her lovers by offering the sweet taste of life but leaves the bitter aftertaste of death. Wisdom clearly prohibits sex between a man and another man’s wife, but that doesn’t mean it permits sex between a woman and another woman’s husband. Neither does it mean it permits sex between unmarried men and women. Anyone other than one’s own spouse was to be considered off limits.
“death” (v. 18)  In extreme cases infidelity can ultimately result in physical death. However, here it figuratively refers to the dire consequences of infidelity–the destruction of marriages and families. The figurative sense may also connote spiritual death.
Answering Interpretive Questions
1. Where does wisdom come from?

2. How is it acquired?

3. According to verse 8, the LORD guards and protects the just and faithful. How does he do that; what means does he use?

4. What do we know about “wicked men” from the wise father’s description of them?

5. What do we know about “the adulteress” from his description of her?

6. Put the point of vv. 18 and 19 in your own words.

7. Explain the contrast introduced in v. 22.

8. If you’re married read 5:1-23 and 6:20-35, then answer the following:
           Explain the contrast drawn in 5:3-6.

9. How does wisdom picture the end of an adulterous life in 5:7-14?

10. Explain the contrast introduced in 6:32.

11. Describe the wise alternative to infidelity mentioned in 5:15-19.

12. If you’re single read 7:1-27 and answer the following:

           Guess the age of the young man mentioned in verse 7.

13. What was the first foolish thing this young man did?

14. What made the immoral woman so attractive and her proposition so alluring?

15. What do the ox, the deer and the bird have in common that explains the young man’s likeness to them?

16. Explain how verse 25 relates to the first foolish thing the young man did.

17. Relate the message of this passage to your life. How might you live differently tomorrow based on its message?

18. Your goal is to develop biblical wisdom, the ability to respond biblically to real life situations using the message of a passage and the spiritual formation theology expressed in the 30 Essentials of the New Life Profile. Respond to the situation with Brad, Larry and Charlene on the front page. What would you tell Brad?
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