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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
January 18, 2009
Sermon on the Mount
Humility
This Week’s Essential

Humility — I choose to esteem others above myself.
Philippians 2:3-4  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better then yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
W
isdom literature has much to say about humility and its antonym pride. According to the book of Proverbs, “Humility and the fear of the Lord bring wealth and honor and life” (22:4) – a thought that appears elsewhere in the book. According to Pr. 11:2 disgrace follows pride whereas wisdom follows humility. Pr. 18:12 says much the same thing but the other way around, pride comes before a downfall and humility comes before honor.

I

n the same vein Jesus taught that God exalts the one who humbles himself. One Sabbath he was invited to a prominent Pharisee’s house to eat. Before dinner he noticed how the guests vied for the place of honor at the table. To teach them a lesson he told them a parable (Luke 14:8-11).
     When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do
     not take the place of honor, for a person more distin-

     guished than you may have been invited. If so, the
     host who invited both of you will come and say to you,
     “Give this man your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will
     have to take the least important place. But when you
     are invited, take the lowest place, so that when the
     host comes, he will say to you, “Friend, move up to
     a better place.” Then you will be honored in the
     presence of all your fellow guests. For everyone who
     exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
     himself will be exalted.
J

esus’ words echo the wisdom of Proverbs 3:34: The Lord “mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble,” a verse which is quoted by both James and Peter later in the NT (Jas. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5). Pride on the other hand appears first in God’s list of the top seven things He hates most. Pr. 6:16-19 says:
     These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an 
     abomination to Him: a proud look, a lying tongue,

     hands that shed blood, a heart that devises wicked 

     plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a false

     witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord

     among the brethren.
Someone has said, “Pride is the only disease known to man that makes everyone sick except the one who has it.”
C

arol J. Ruvolo describes how to spot distorted definitions of humility in her article entitled “Myths about Humility” (Discipleship Journal, 105 May/June 1998). She begins by saying, “So you want to enlist in the war against pride? Prepare to do battle on more than one front! Temptations to pride will attack you head-on, but more devious enemies lurk at your rear – humility myths that distort kernels of truth into disabling lies.” Here after the four myths she lists.
1) The humble look down on themselves and their abilities. Not so! Humble people recognize that they cannot save themselves by doing good works, but at the same time they recognize that God saved them by his grace and gifted them for ministry in the body of Christ. Therefore, they recognize that they are valuable to God and others.
2) The humble let everyone walk all over them. Not so! Humble people go to great lengths to maintain harmonious relationships – even with their enemies – and they choose to serve others. But that doesn’t mean that they invite abuse and never speak up for themselves. Humble people can be bold when the situation demands it.
3) The humble do not strive for excellence. Not so! God calls us to humility, not mediocrity. Humble people don’t stumble and bumble their way through life shuffling their feet and mumbling, “aw shucks” apologies about their all-too-obvious inadequacies. They eagerly pursue excellence for the glory of God.

4) The humble do not need praise. Not so! It’s us against the world, the flesh and the devil – and we need all the encouragement we can get. Nehemiah encouraged his workers as they rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. Jesus encouraged his disciples on the eve of his crucifixion, and Paul constantly encouraged those he churched and discipled.
C

onfess that God is sovereign and his kingdom is eternal because that confession is an antidote to pride that produces humility!

Consider what this passage says about the Essential Virtue “Humility”.
Read Daniel 4:1-37 from your own Bible
Digging deeper into its meaning

“signs” (v. 2)  Something that points out.
“wonders” (v. 2)  Something that produces surprise, astonishment, and admiration – in this case stresses the response to the signs.
“holy gods” (vv. 8, 9, 18)  Most likely a reference to gods generally.
“a messenger” (v. 13)  An angel (singular) here and angels (plural) in verse 17.
“be given the mind of an animal” (v. 16)  Temporary insanity known as boanthropy in this case, where the inflicted person thinks and acts like an animal to some extent.
“seven times” (v. 16)  Probably 7 years; also in verse 23, 25 and 32.
“bound with iron and bronze” (v. 23)  A  reference to either bands or a fence around the stump.
“all this” (v. 28)  Everything that followed as a forecast in the dream.
“driven away” (v. 33)  Possibly to somewhere on the palace grounds or the king’s property out of sight of curious onlookers.
Answering Interpretive Questions
1. Verses 1-3 comprise the formal introduction to a document that follows. How would you describe the document recorded in Daniel 4 – what would you call it?

2. From the introduction what do you infer is the subject of the document – what is the king writing about? 
3. To whom is the document addressed? (see 3:2-4)
4. What do you think King Nebuchadnezzar hoped to accomplish by publishing this document? 
5. Identify the characters who play a leading role and those who play a supporting role in this narrative.
6. Verses 10-12 describe the tree in the king’s dream. Identify two key features of the tree.
7. Verses 13-15a describe what happened to the tree in the king’s dream. Identify two key things that happened to the tree.

8. Although verses 13-15a are about the tree in the king’s dream, verses 15b-16 use the pronoun “him” rather than “it”. What does this suggest to you?
9. For what purpose-why do you think the messenger declared the verdict to cut down the tree? (see vv.13, 14)

10. Why do you think Daniel was perplexed for a time and terrified?

11. What does the tree in the king’s dream represent and what do its key features indicate?

12. What does the act of cutting the tree while leaving the stump bound with iron and bronze indicate?

13. What do you think “let him be drenched with the dew” and “let him live like wild animals” indicate?

14. What do you think Nebuchadnezzar might do to possibly avert the fulfillment of his dream?

15. Why do you think God put off for twelve months fulfilling what was decreed for the king?

16. Verse 31 says that the king’s words in the previous verse were still on his lips when a voice from heaven announced fulfillment of his dream. What does this indicate to you?

17. In your own words, list what the king’s experience taught him about God. (see vv. 34-35)

18. At the end of the story, Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom was restored to him, and he became even greater than before (v36). Prosperity and power had made him proud before, but he was no longer the same man. What do you see as the antidote to pride that enabled this prosperous, powerful king to regain his humility?

19. How does this message speak to a particular situation in your life or the situation of another family member or friend?
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