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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
January 4, 2009
Amplifying our Ministry to a Lost World
This Week’s Essential

Love/Compassion: I sacrificially and uncondi-tionally love and forgive others.
1 John 4:10-12 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
W

e live in a fast-food, drive-through, microwave, quick-fix society. Despite the ever-increasing speed of our lives, we seem to have less “free time” than ever before. This undoubtedly takes a toll on the amount of time we dedicate to the needs of others. Confessedly, my life is just as hurried and cluttered as the next guy. So I, like many others, have sought to relieve the angst over my inactivity by throwing money at the cause. I’ve often convinced myself that, “I don’t have time to help but I’ll send some money to the organization that’s already in the trenches. Anyway, I’m sure they already have more than enough people handling the clean-up effort as it is.” Writing a check is quick and easy. But the truth of the matter is that it ultimately requires little to no real sacrifice.  

B

ut that attitude doesn’t reflect the person and sacrificial work of Jesus Christ. The cliché is really true: love is an action verb. Financially supporting an organization or giving to a relief effort is a good thing. And as Christians, we should exemplify sound stewardship and Christ-centered compassion to those in need throughout the world. However, our financial giving should not be the primary way we demonstrate our “love” for others. Nothing communicates love more than when we go to someone in need and say, “here I am. . .how can I help.” Jesus gave everything he had (even to death on a cross) for us and the eternal benefit of countless others. In every way Christ modeled what it means to love one another. Let us begin praying now that God would give us wisdom on how we can get more involved the next time disaster hits those in or even outside our community. Homeless person in need of a hot meal. . . $5.00.  Disaster relief for a hurricane that hits the Texas/Louisiana coast. . . $100.00. Driving 300 miles during the middle of the night to help out a hurricane ravaged town. . . priceless.
A

s Christians, our ministry to a lost world will be amplified when we truly love one another as Jesus Christ has so graciously and mercifully loved us. That is the essence of the message of Christ’s exhortation to his disciples in this week’s scripture passage. But in order to fully appreciate this exhortation, it is important to evaluate the context in which his words were spoken. Jesus has his first major clash with the Jewish authorities and their followers in chapter 5 of John’s gospel. Jesus heals an infirmed man near the pool of Bethesda; on the Sabbath of all days. His rejecters wanted him dead (vv. 15-16), even more so after Jesus defended his action by testifying of his equality with God (vv. 17-18). From chapter 5 through chapter 11 (a time span of over two years) Jesus’ disciples continue to be shaped by Christ’s love and care for the spiritually lost, the sick and the outcast as time after time he demonstrated his divinity. At the same time, they witnessed the Pharisee’s divisive and growing hatred of Jesus, their Messiah. Shortly after raising Lazarus from the dead (11:38-44) and with hostilities against Jesus reaching the boiling point, Jesus brings his public ministry to a close (vv. 53-54).
B

y chapter 13 Jesus and his disciples had made their way into Jerusalem to privately celebrate the Passover. Verses 1-17 provide the only recorded account of Jesus washing the disciple’s feet; an act of incalculable love, devotion and humility. Moments later (vv. 31-35), Jesus begins his upper room discourse. He reaffirms the oneness and equality that he has with God the Father, and how each will be glorified by the fateful events soon to follow. He reminds them yet again of his imminent departure. And the he begins to voice the essential imperative for them to love one another...just as he has loved them. In doing so, they will demonstrate to a spiritually lost world that true love for one’s fellow man does exist; but that it can only be found and lived out by modeling the life of Christ via a personal relation ship with Jesus, our Lord.
I

t’s not so much that Christians are to love un-believers less, as they are to love one another more. Their love for each other ought to be a reflection of their new status as the children of God, reflecting the mutual love of the Father and the Son and imitating the love that has been shown them.
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Virtue of “Love/Compassion.”
         Read John 13:31-35 from your own Bible.
Digging Deeper into the Meaning
“Son of Man” (v. 31)  Refers to the self-designation that is associated with the absolute transcendent character of Jesus’ “messiahship” and that also serves as an alternative for the title Son of God.
“glorified” (v. 32)  God is glorified in Jesus’ temporal obedience, sacrifice, death, resurrection and exaltation.
“at once” (v. 32)  It will not be necessary to wait for the “Second Coming” before Christ enters the glory of the Father. His glory appears at once in the resurrection, the gift of the Spirit, and his abiding presence with his own.
“little children” (v. 33)  This is the only instance in Scripture that Jesus uses this phrase. The Greek word used here, teknia, is meant to evoke Jesus’ heartfelt love and concern for his disciples.
“new command” (v. 34)  The idea that love is a commandment is interesting. In one sense the love Jesus has for his followers cannot be duplicated by them because it relates to their salvation. Yet in practice, Jesus’ disciples are to love on another by following his example of sacrificial service to one another, to death if necessary.
“love one another” (v. 34)  Believers’ love for unbelievers is the love of compassion, forbearance, evangelism, and empathy – since all true Christians recognize they can never be more than mere beggars telling others where there is bread.

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. From verse 31 – when “who” was gone?  What does your answer reveal about the closeness of this event to Christ’s crucifixion? How significant then are these final words that Jesus spoke to his disciples?
2. Why do you think Jesus uses the title “Son of Man” while addressing his disciples? 

3. How could both God the Father and God the Son be “glorified” at this time in Christ’s life?
4. Describe, in your own words, Jesus’ relationship/affection for his disciples.
5. Should your answer to question #4 be true of us today?  Explain.
6. Do you think Jesus’ statement in v. 33 refers to his crucifixion or his ascension? 

7. Jesus exhorts his followers to “love one another.” Why does he seemingly not include unbelievers as well?

8. Read Leviticus 19:18. How is Jesus’ “new command” different from this prior imperative?
9. How can we love fellow believers today in ways that reflect how Christ has loved us?
10. How would you respond to the following difficult situation in light of the Essential Virtue Love/Compassion and the message of this week’s scripture passage.
Jenni and her cousin Sharon grew up as best friends. They went to the same school, were members of the same Church and even sang in the youth choir for most of their teenage years. However, both began to drift apart while attending universities on opposite sides of the country. Each Christmas they would reconnect during the annual family reunion. But, with each passing year, Sharon seemed less and less like the cousin Jenni grew up with. A year after graduation, Jenni got a difficult email from Sharon. Sharon told Jenni that she was gay and was now living with her “life-partner.” After much dialogue with Sharon, Jenni found herself at an impasse in their relationship and affections for her cousin. Months later Jenni gets an invitation for her to come to “their” home for dinner. Confused and concerned over how she should respond, Jenni comes to you for advice.
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