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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
July 26, 2009
‘Tasting’ Like Children of God
When King Trumps All
This Week’s Essential

Patience: I take a long time to overheat and endure tolerantly in the face of delay.
Proverbs 14:29 A patient man has great under-standing, but a quick-tempered man displays folly.
L

iving by faith entails believing what God has said and waiting for him to do what he’s promised. That’s what those who are in the “Hall of Faith” did even though they did not receive the things they hoped for before they died (He 11:13). When God doesn’t do what he’s promised right away many question what he has said. And even if our impatience doesn’t lead us to doubt, it may tempt us to do what is wrong to get what God has promised to give us.
T

o the Philippians Paul said, “My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” To the Thessalonians he said, “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘If a man will not work, he shall not eat.’” Waiting on God doesn’t mean doing nothing at all, for he fulfills his promises to us through what we do. We just have to be careful that we do what is right, not what is wrong.
U

nfortunately, recognizing that the end doesn’t justify the means is easier said than done in trying situations. For example, God promised to make Abraham into a great nation when he and Sarah were childless (Ge 12:2); he promised to give the land of Canaan to Abraham’s offspring at the same time. God expected the patriarchal couple to continue trying to have a child, and they did, but Sarah didn’t get pregnant. When she didn’t, Abraham though his servant, Eliezer, might ultimately become his heir (12:2), but God put an end to that speculation. “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir,” he told him (15:4). After ten years in the land, Abraham and Sarah were still waiting for the son God had promised. Abraham was 85 and Sarah was 75, and their biological clocks were ticking, so they decided to have a child by Hagar, Sarah’s maidservant. They did what proved to be wrong to get what God had promised. David on the other hand didn’t. He had two opportunities to kill Saul, but both times he refused to “lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed” (1 Sa 26:9). Instead he patiently trusted the Lord to uphold his case against the king. David was 30 years old when he became king of all Israel (2 Sa 5:4).
D

avid spared Saul’s life twice. The accounts of his loyalty to Saul and faithfulness to God are found in 1st Samuel 24 and 26. The two chapters are so similar that some have concluded they are merely different accounts of the same event; however, their significant differences argue against this conclusion. Their similarities include: Saul receives a report about David’s whereabouts; He pursues David with an army; David finds himself with an opportunity to kill Saul; those around him urge him to perform the deed; David refuses to kill Saul because of his respect for the Lord’s anointed; and the episode ends with Saul admitting his guilt.
A
s far as the differences are concerned, one author writes, “In chapter 24 Saul is the stalker and David is the one stalked, while in chapter 26 the tables are turned, Saul is now the hunted one and David is the hunter. What’s more, chapter 26 intensifies the action of chapter 24 in that it goes beyond it. Chapter 26 makes God’s involvement explicit. The characters were not aware of it, but the narrator tells us readers that Saul, Abner and all Abner’s men were asleep when David and Abishai absconded with the king’s spear and water jug because ‘the Lord had put them into a deep sleep’ (v. 12.) Saul and David were locked in a classic win-lose situation. David would win; Saul would lose. Saul didn’t have a chance because Yahweh was on David’s side.” (Walter Brueggemann, 1st & 2nd Samuel).  
C

hapter 24 is about David’s vindication as king. He is God’s anointed, and God will see to it that he rules over Israel. In the end, Saul can no longer resist that truth. At the end of the first incident Saul confesses, “I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel, will be established in your hands” (24:20). Chapter 26 is about David’s refusal to accomplish God’s ends through wicked means. He had 2 opportunities to kill Saul and take his rightful place as the Lord’s anointed, but he knew the end didn’t justify the means. “Who can lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed and be guiltless?” David said. Instead he chose to wait patiently for God to uphold his cause. 
Consider what the following passages say about the Essential Virtue of “Patience”.
         Read Samuel 24:1-22 and 26:1-25 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“the Lord spoke” (24:4)  “David’s men may well have been inferring that from the opportune situation, the Lord had given him an opportunity to kill Saul and they saw no reason why he shouldn’t take it. What appears to the others as the will of God seems to David to be a temptation from which God will preserve him.” (Hertzberg, 1st & 2nd Samuel).
“robe” (24:4)  “David’s taking of a portion of the royal robe signified the transfer of power from Saul to David.  Furthermore, by removing the corner of the robe, David made Saul’s robe to be in a state of noncompliance with Torah requirements; thus, Saul’s most obvious symbol of kingship was made unwearable” (Arnold, NIV Application Commentary: 1st & 2nd Samuel).
“A dead dog? A flea?” (24:14)  “[That is, a single flea upon a dead dog!] This expression is a term of self-abasement. David seems to be saying to Saul, ‘Tracking me down isn’t worth the effort because I am no real threat to you’” (McCarter, 1st Samuel, 385).
“Ziphites” (26:1)  “Ziph was a town west of the Dead Sea four miles southeast of Hebron in the hills of the wilderness of Judea. The Ziphites, who had once before betrayed David’s whereabouts to Saul (1st Sam 23:19), made another attempt to assist Saul. All of David’s movements were carefully monitored” (Baldwin, 1st & 2nd Samuel, 154).
“strike him” (26:10)  “David was convinced that Saul would come to an untimely end without any intervention on David’s part. He believed that patience and restraint were the path to Yahweh’s best plan, while violence only gave way to more violence” (Arnold, 353).
“Go, serve other gods.” (26:19)  To be driven from “the Lord’s inheritance” (The Land) to other lands would be tantamount to forcing David to serve the gods of those other lands. He would therefore be in violation of the first commandment, and it would be Saul’s doing.

“The Lord rewards” (26:23)  “Because David acted righteously and faithfully by sparing ‘the Lord’s anointed’ when ‘the Lord delivered’ him into David’s hands, David could humbly expect and pray that the Lord would ‘value his life and deliver him from all trouble’” (Bergen, 1st & 2nd Samuel, NAC, 259).
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. David spared Saul’s life twice. Both times his men saw things differently from him. How so and 

   what do you infer from it?
2. The first time he cut off a corner of Saul’s robe instead of killing him, but was “conscience-stricken” afterward. Why do you think this was so? 
3. In his first speech to Saul, David quoted an “old saying” (24:13). Explain how the proverb exonerated him.
4. When David finished Saul “wept aloud.”   Why do you suppose he did?

5. Explain the point of Saul’s rhetorical question in verse 19.

6. What makes verse 20 so important?

7. The second time he took Saul’s spear and water jug instead of killing him.  Why?

8. David was clearly convinced that Saul would die apart from him laying a hand on him. What made him think so?
9. In his second speech to Saul, David said, “The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness.”  Explain how this statement exonerated him.
10. What makes verse 25 so important?
11. What can you learn from David’s example?
The mission of The New Life Parchments 

is to help you and your family become like Christ
and usher in His kingdom in your daily lives.
New Life Bible Fellowship
3727 W. Kiest Blvd.   Dallas, Texas 75233    214-331-5459    www.nlbf.org







