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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
July 5, 2009
‘Tasting’ Like Children of God
Where Heroes Come From
This Week’s Essential

Love/Compassion: I sacrificially and uncon-ditionally love and forgive others.
1 John 4:10-12 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
O

n D-day, June 6, 1944, thousands of young heroes stormed off the landing craft onto Omaha beach – a beach that was soon to be stained red with their blood. Those who survived that “Longest Day”  went on to exhibit countless acts of heroism and compassion for their ‘buddies’ and for those they were liberating. On September 11, 2001 we saw the planes crash, the buildings fall, the fires burn and the tears flow. Not enough can be said about the coura-geous fireman and policeman who ran into the burning buildings and up the stairs, only to be caught  as floor after floor pancaked down upon them all the way down to “Ground Zero”. And in the days that followed, police officers, fireman, emergency medics, soldiers and volunteers from all walks of life exhibited countless acts of heroism and compassion for those who lost so much. On August 29, 2006 Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans causing the levees to breach sending anywhere from 15 to 20 feet of water into some parts of the city. In the days and weeks that followed we watched the images of devastation from what was left of the city and we watched the thousands and thousands of refugees flee the city into all parts of the nation. According to The Chronicle of Philanthropy, donations to aid victims of hurricane Katrina surpassed $ 2.7 billion – about as much as the $2.8 billion given after the 9/11 attacks. So much heroism and so much compassion! Where did it all come from?
M

otivations for compassion are many. Adver-tisers appeal to our sorrow, fear, ego and even guilt to move us to give and support. People in the helping professions often find their careers because of an intense desire to help assist others. But why? Why do we find the need to help others in crisis? It would seem that compassion is contrary to current  evolutionary theory. If our existence is solely one of the “survival of the fittest,” then why do we exhibit so much compassion? 
M

uch of our Western mindset, with its propensity for compassion, finds its roots in the Bible and in the life of Jesus Christ. As one author powerfully put it: 

“A carpenter rabbi from Nazareth changed the world. Calendars and dated documents bear silent witness to his birth. From rooftops, necklaces, and earrings, the sign of the cross bears visual witness to His death. The Western world-view, which provided a basis for social morality, scientific methodology, and a work ethic that fueled industry, had its roots in basic Christian values. Social relief agencies, whether West or East, are not fueled by the values of Hinduism, Buddhism, atheism, or secular agnosticism, but by the direct or residual values of the Bible.” (Ten Reasons to Believe, RBC, 2002)
J
esus’ life, death and resurrection are the philoso-phical building blocks of modern day compassion. Jesus’ life was from God and was, therefore, valuable and worth something, just as is all human life. His life and his death were sacrificial, substitutional and entirely on the behalf and for the benefit of others. Our lives should be similar. His resurrection illustrates the transcendence of this life and the hope of better things to come. We too can live with the hope that things will be better tomorrow. Jesus is compassion.

A

s we look at Romans 5:1-11 this week, we will examine what many commentators call the “fruits of salvation.” Many wonderful things are given to those who repent and believe in Jesus. These fruits should cause us to rejoice (Rom. 5:2, 9-11) and should motivate us to suffer with Christ having a heart full of His love (Rom. 5:3-5). Perhaps the greatest example of compassion ever known is our own Lord’s death (Rom. 5:6-8). His love for us in this action of sacrifice should color all that we do for Him and for others.
O

n this July 4th weekend, thank God for the amazing acts of compassionate heroism exhi-bited by so many, so that you may live in a free nation. And thank God for His own heroic com-passion displayed in Jesus and ask Him to increase your own.  
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Virtue of “Love/Compassion”.
         Read Romans 5:1–11 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“justified” (v. 1) This is the past-tense verb form of the word “righteous,” indicating something done in the past. In other words, “since we have already been declared or have been made righteous. . .”
“peace with God” (v. 1) More than “good feelings with God.” God is at peace with us, formerly His enemies, because of what Jesus has done. This peace is more about God being satisfied then us feeling relieved.
 “gained access” (v. 2) Perfect tense meaning something accomplished in the past without need of repetition. Unhindered interaction in the place of God’s presence.
“powerless” (v. 6) Unable to help ourselves in any way spiritually. 

“demonstrates” (v. 8) Literally – “stands out.” God clearly displays or “stands up” His love for all to see.
“saved” (v. 9) Future tense speaking of preservation from God’s final judgment. 

“enemies” (v. 9) From the root word for “hate.” In other words, “When we were ‘haters’ of God. . .”
“reconciled” (v. 10) Comes from the words “change” and “with.” To exchange with or to return to favor. Justification is forensic, reconciliation is relational.  

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What is the word “Therefore” in verse 1 referring to?   
2. How are we justified?  What are the results of this?
3. What connections do you see between being justified and being compassionate for others?
4. How do faith, peace, grace, joy and hope influence our compassion for others?
5. A building is on fire. The tenants inside are drug dealers and their families. Should they be rescued at the risk of losing the lives of dedicated, law-honoring firefighters? Why or why not? How does the view of biblical justification influence your answer?
6. What does not disappoint?  Why? (see v. 5)
7. List all of the effects of being justified mentioned in vv. 1-5.
8. Your home is repeatedly vandalized. You find out that the vandals live in your neighborhood and are hostile to the gospel. They know you are a Christian? How should you respond?  How does Rom. 5:3-5 fit into your solution? 
9. According to vv.6-8, when did Christ die? For whom did He die?  Is a death like His a common occurrence?
10. How is God’s love different from natural human love?
11. How is dying for someone else an act of love?
12. How should Christ’s demonstration of love influence our own expressions of compassion to others?

13. Jesus said that to be his follower we needed to take up our cross and follow Him (Mt. 16:24). How does a Christian die or take up his cross on behalf of others in practical ways?
14. According to v. 9, what are we justified by and what does this save us from?

15. According to vv. 10 & 11, what have we received even though we were once enemies of God?

16. Since we are reconciled to God through the death of His Son, what place does sacrifice have in our own attempts at compassion?  How effective is our compassion if sacrifice is not overtly involved?
17. Someone requests help from you. For you to help them, you will have to give up the funds you have set aside for a much needed family vacation. What is the Christian thing to do?

18. If salvation were earned and not of grace (Rom. 5:1-2) would compassion for others be easier or more difficult to demonstrate?  Explain.

19. Where is God calling you to demonstrate compassion?
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