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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
June 14, 2009
The Dry Lands
“The Tragedy of Modern Evangelism”
This Week’s Essential

Evangelism — We courageously share with others the faith and hope we have in Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 6:19&20  Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
W

hen we look at current church growth records from around the United States, we find to our horror that 80 to 90 percent of those making decisions for Christ fall away from the faith! That is modern evangelism is creating 80 to 90 of what is commonly referred to as backsliders for every hundred decisions for Christ (George Barna)! 
A

ccording to Ray Comfort, the tragedy of modern evangelism is that, around the turn of the 20th century, the church turned its back on God’s moral law in its capacity to convert the soul (repentance) and drive sinners to Christ (belief). Modern evangelism therefore had to find another reason for sinners to respond to Christ, and the reason chosen was “life enhancement”. The biblical gospel of repent and believe in Jesus Christ to escape the wrath to come, degenerated into:
“You will never find true happiness until you come to the Lord. God will heal your marriage and take away that addiction problem. He’ll get you out of financial difficulty and be your best friend.”
The following Ray Comfort anecdote illustrates the unscriptural nature of this very popular teaching.
“Two men are seated on a plane cruising at 30,000 feet above sea level. The first is given a parachute and told to put it on, as it would improve his flight. He’s a little skeptical at first, since he can’t see how wearing a parachute on a plane could possibly improve his flight. He decides to experiment and see if the claims are true. As he puts it on, he notices the weight of it upon his shoulders and he finds he has difficulty in sitting upright. However, he consoles himself with the fact that he was told that the parachute would improve his flight. So he decides to give it a little time. 
As he waits he notices that some of the other pas-sengers are laughing at him for wearing a parachute on a plane. He begins to feel somewhat humiliated. As they continue to point and laugh at him, he can stand it no longer. He slinks in his seat, unstraps the parachute, and throws it to the floor. Disillusionment and bitterness fill his heart, because as far as he was concerned he was told an outright lie.

The second man is given a parachute, but listen to what he is told. He’s told to put it on because at any moment he’ll be jumping out of the plane. He gratefully puts the parachute on. He doesn’t notice the weight of it upon his shoulders, nor that he can’t sit upright. His mind is consumed with the thought of what would happen to him if he jumped without the parachute. 
L

et’s now analyze the motive and the result of each passenger’s experience. The first man’s motive for putting the parachute on was solely to improve his flight. The result of his experience was that he was humiliated by the other passengers, disillusioned, and somewhat embittered against those who gave him the parachute. As far as he’s concerned, it will be a long time before anyone gets one of those things on his back again. The second man put the parachute on solely to survive the jump to come. And because of his knowledge of what would happen to him if he jumped without it, he has a deep-rooted joy and peace in his heart knowing that he’s saved from sure death. This knowledge gives him the ability to withstand the mockery of the other passengers. His attitude toward those who gave him the parachute is one of heartfelt gratitude.
N

ow listen to what modern evangelism has to say: “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ. He’ll give you love, joy, peace, fulfillment and lasting happiness.” In other words, Jesus will improve your flight. The sinner responds, and in an experimental fashion puts on the Savior to see if the claims are true. And what does he get? The promised temptation, tribulation and persecution–the other “passengers” mock him. So what does he do? He takes off the Lord Jesus Christ; he’s offended and disillusioned and somewhat embittered...and quite rightly so. He was promised peace, joy, love and fulfillment, and all he got were trials and humiliation. 
I

nstead of preaching that Jesus improves the flight, we should be warning sinners that they have to jump out of the plane–that it’s appointed for a man to die once and then face judgment (He. 9:27). When a sinner understands the horrific consequences of breaking the Law of God, he will flee to the Savior, solely to escape the wrath that is to come. 
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Discipline of “Evangelism”.
         Read John 4:7-17; 25-26 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“living water” (v. 10) The phrase indicates a spring of flowing water rather than still or stagnant water in a well or cistern. Jesus is speaking metaphorically while the woman is thinking concretely. Jesus is speaking of humanity’s greatest thirst, for righteousness with God while the woman is thinking only of physical thirst.
“the gift of God” (v. 10) When people know what God is willing to do for them, all as a free gift, then and only then are they able to face their sins and seek the Lord.
“call your husband” (v. 16) This challenge immediately shifted the woman’s focus to the moral realm and to her true need. Yet the request was not improper. In that culture a married woman was not to talk with a strange man without her husband present. Her blunt reply was not yet a confession. It meant, “I don’t need to. I’m not married.”
“the man you now have” (v. 17) Jesus stripped away the façade. Sin shows that our need for God, and even our unrecognized thirst, is real!  

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What is your reaction to Ray Comfort’s assertion that while peace and joy are legitimate fruits of salvation,  it is not legitimate to use these fruits as a drawing card for salvation. If we do so, the sinner will respond with an impure motive, lacking repentance?
2. How did Jesus begin his conversation with the “Woman at the Well?” What did he speak to her about that she could relate to?

3. How did Jesus create an opportunity to speak to her about spiritual things?
4. How did Jesus bring conviction to her?

5. How and when did Jesus present the solution to her sin problem?
6. According to Romans 3:20 and 5:20 what is the real function of God’s moral law?
7. What is the biblical definition of sin?  (see 1 John 3:4) 
8. Why would a person’s understanding of his specific, personal violations of God’s Law help the good news of the gospel to make more sense? 
9. What was the primary reason you came to the Savior? Did you have a personal knowledge of your sin? If so, where did that knowledge come from? Did you have a fear of God?
10. What principles for sharing your faith could you draw from Jesus’ encounter with the “Woman at the Well”?
11. Who do you know who hasn’t repented and placed their faith in Jesus Christ?  If they died tonight, where would they spend eternity?  Do you care?  If so, what are you doing to help them?
12. What is your initial reaction to the thought of speaking openly with them about their sinfulness and the righteousness of God?
13. Read Deuteronomy 31:6; Proverbs 29:25; and Philippians 4:13.

In light of these promises of God, and in light of His love expressed to you on the cross, can you think of any legitimate excuse for not being a true and faithful witness of Jesus Christ? 
Jesus was not afraid to shake people up. He spoke openly of their sinful nature
 and the righteousness of God. He brought people face-to-face with their sin 
and with their need of salvation–because He loved them. So should we!
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