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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
June 28, 2009
‘Tasting’ Like Children of God
Born into God’s Family
This Week’s Essential

Identity in Christ: We believe that the person who comes into a right relationship with God becomes both a child of God and the righteousness of God.

2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who personally knew nothing of sin to be a sin-offering for us, so that through union with Him we might come into right standing with God (Williams). 

H

ow you understand your identify in Christ deter-mines to a great extent what you think of your-self and how you live your life. If you recognize that God loves you, you will sense your own value and not underestimate what God can do through you. If you recognize that nothing can separate your from His love, you will realize that you are safe and secure in Him and not be afraid to do what is right. If you recognize that God saved you for a reason, you will know that your life is meaningful and so live to the praise of His glory. If you recognize that you belong to God, you will accept your stewardship responsi-bilities and not selfishly consider your life your own.
I

n Galatians 3:26-4:7 Paul recognizes and affirms a number of qualities about those who have repented and placed their faith in Jesus Christ. In 3:26 he says: “you are” first of all “sons of God.” Then he adds in 3:29, “you are” also “Abraham’s seed” and “heirs according to the promise.” He summarizes what he has said in 4:7 saying, “you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.” If you have repented and placed your faith in Jesus Christ you are a “son of God,” “an heir,” and “no longer a slave.” Even though this language is straight forward you may not compre-hend fully your identity in Christ attested to in this passage. After you complete this week’s lesson you will better understand what these terms mean and recognize some of their implications.
H

ere now is some historical context to help your study. Paul wrote to the churches in Galatia to correct what some have simply called ‘the Galatian problem,’ the exact nature of which continues to puzzle NT scholars. Nevertheless, its essential fea-tures are reasonably clear. Richard N. Longnecker (Galatians, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 41) describes Paul’s opponents and the nature of their opposition in the following way.

Paul’s opponents were Jewish Christians – or, more accurately, Christian Jews – who came from the Jerusalem church to Paul’s churches in Galatia with a message stressing the need for Gentiles to be circumcised and to keep the rudiments of the Jewish calendar, both for full acceptance by God and as a proper Christian lifestyle. Undoubtedly they presented their message as being theologically based and claimed to be only interested in Gentiles being fully integrated into the chosen people of Israel and so full recipients of the blessing of the Abrahamic covenant. Probably, as well, they claimed not to be opposing Paul but to be completing his message, and so bringing the Galatian Christians to perfection. Perhaps they also claimed to be representing James’ pastoral concerns regarding Jewish-Gentile relations in the Christian communities outside of Palestine. Paul, however, accuses them of being primarily motivated by a desire to avoid persecution, and so to boast about Gentiles being circumcised (6:12-13).

In fact, Paul’s evaluation of their motives in 6:12-13 is probably the key to understanding the Judaizers. For, in the rising tide of Jewish nationalism in Palestine, with antagonism of the Zealots being directed against all who had Gentile sympathies and all who asso-ciated with Gentiles sympathizers, if they could succeed in circumcising the Gentile Christians, this might effectively thwart any Zealot purification campaign against the Judean church! Inducing the Gentile churches to enter the ranks of the circum-cised would release them from a mortal threat leveled against all who dared to associate themselves with the ungodly and the uncircumcised. It was this hope of public recognition for their loyalty to the Torah which lay behind Paul’s bitter words: “they wish to put up a good show in the flesh”
L

ongnecker is saying that the ‘Galatian Problem’ entailed two problems, legalism and nomism. Legalism involves trying to gain acceptance with God by keeping the OT law. In 3:19-25 Paul makes it clear that any attempt to earn God’s favor by keeping the law would be misguided. Nomism involves expressing Christian convictions in ways compatible with Jewish traditions. In 3:26-4:7, he makes it clear that any attempt to please God by living according to basic principles of the world would be a step in the wrong direction. 
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief of “Identity in Christ”.
         Read Galatians 3:26 – 4:7 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“through faith in Jesus Christ” (3:26) The phrase indicates that the new birth comes through faith In Jesus Christ and not through the law. The law prepares us for the new birth by showing us our need to repent and trust the Lord.
“clothed yourself with Christ” (3:27) By our natural births we are clothed with Adam’s clothing – which is symbolic of our corrupt and sinful natures we received from Adam. We must take this clothing off, together with all its deeds, so that we may be made the children of God. This is not done by changing our clothes or by any laws or actions, but by a new birth and by the Holy Spirit’s renewing of the inner person.
“you are all one in Christ Jesus” (3:28) In the world there is a great difference and inequality of persons. But in Christ there is no difference of persons; there is only one body, one spirit, one hope, one gospel (Eph. 4:4-6).
“under the basic principles of the world” (4:3) Paul is referring primarily here to the ceremonial laws and traditions, which however much they benefit us still consists only in externals such as food and drink, clothing, special places and times, the temple, the feasts, sacrifices, and so on – which are mere worldly things, ordained by God only for the purposes of this present life and not to justify us or save us before him. So Paul rejects and condemns the righteousness of the law when he calls it the basic principles of the world.
“born under law” (4:4) These words tell us that the Son of God did not just perform one or two works of the law, but suffered all the tyranny of the law. The full power of the law set upon Christ, so that he felt such anguish as no one on earth had ever felt. This is attested by his sweating drops of blood, his being comforted by an angel, his mighty prayer in the garden, and the cry from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”.

“that we might receive the full rights of sons” (4:3) When the curse of the law is abolished, in its place comes the blessing. And we have received the blessing freely, then; we are utterly unworthy of it, yet not without merit. What merit is that? Not ours, but that of Jesus Christ, who, being born under law redeemed us who were under the law. Therefore, we have received this blessing by the redemption of Jesus Christ, who is our rich and everlasting merit.
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. By what means do people become sons of God?
2. Explain why Paul could say to his readers, “you are all sons of God.”
3. When did his readers clothe themselves with Christ?
4. Put in your own words what Paul is talking about in 3:26-27.
5. Paul says that people are “neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female” once they belong in Christ Jesus. These ethnic, social and physical distinctions do still exists. So what does Paul mean?
6. Since Gentile Christians are not physical seed of Abraham, in what sense are they the seed of Abraham?
7. In what sense is the “young master” of an estate like a slave?
8. In what sense were Jews and Gentiles like the “young master” of an estate before God sent his Son? 
9. According to these verses, why did God send his Son?
10. Why does God send the Spirit of his Son, the Holy Spirit, to indwell those who repent and believe in Jesus?
11. Explain what the message of these verses indicates about our identity in Christ.
12. Identify two or three implications of this message for everyday life as a Christian.
.

The mission of The New Life Parchments 

is to help you and your family become like Christ
and usher in His kingdom in your daily lives.
New Life Bible Fellowship
3727 W. Kiest Blvd.   Dallas, Texas 75233    214-331-5459    www.nlbf.org







