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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
June 7, 2009
The Dry Lands
“What Ever Happened To Repentance?”
This Week’s Essential

Necessity of Repentance — We believe that without repentance from sin to God, fallen man cannot have fellowship with a holy and righteous God.

Acts 3:19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshment may come from the Lord.

W
e live in a day and age when people are taught to think good, high and wonderful thoughts about themselves. Within the last 30 years or so there has been a covert invasion in Christianity in America without hardly a whimper of protest. One writer, (Dean Robinson, What Ever Happened to Repentance?) describes this invasion as a “‘Christian’ psychology, that is nothing more than watered-down humanism.” While there are millions of people searching for answers to their complicated problems created by their increasingly complex lives, psychology comes along and attempts to answer and solve man’s sin problems and its consequences through the building up and restoration of man’s self-image. We are told today to get in touch with our inner self and ask the question: “How do I feel about myself?” The bottom line is, it doesn’t matter what we think or feel about ourselves, what matters is what the Bible says and teaches about us.

T
his unholy marriage between psychology and Christianity has created a psychobabble of self-love that is sweeping through churches today. The apostle Paul warned us that one of the characteristics of the last days would be that “People will be lovers of themselves...” (2 Tim. 3:2). Churches and preachers alike are abandoning their God-called purpose of holding up the mirror of God’s Word and graphically revealing to people what they really look like in the sight of a holy God. The missing message in most modern-preaching is the biblical doctrine of repentance, where a sinner is convinced and con-victed of his exceeding sinfulness and lost condition. 
W

hen the very Son of God, Jesus Christ, came on the scene in His public ministry, He came preaching repentance and faith. “After John was put into prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!’” (Mark 1:14-15). If Jesus felt compelled to preach such a message before a lost a dying world, so should we. Galatians 1:6-9 teaches that there is only one Gospel, and if any gospel message leaves out repentance or faith or both, you can be assured it is a false gospel.
W

hen the word “repent” is used in the Bible  in the context of salvation (100+ times), it is referring to a truly God-given, Spirit-led change of heart and mind toward God about sin. “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out.”
(Acts 3:19). The greatest need of any sinner is to have his sins wiped out, but he will never have his sins pardoned while he is in love with them. There must be a hatred of sin, a loathing of it, a turning from it. Repentance is a revolution in dealing with our attitude and view towards sin and righteousness. Repentance is not something a sinner does with his hands, but it is an inward attitude of the soul. Sin must become, in the eyes of the sinner, exceedingly sinful. Everyone knows they are not perfect, but for most sinners that is consolation, not condemnation. But the Bible declares that sinners are already con-demned: “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already. . .” (John 3:17-18). 
I

n true biblical repentance, there will be three things to occur as God does a work of grace upon the sinner’s heart.
1) Conviction–where sin is admitted. A person must see himself as a lost, ruined, guilty, desperately wicked sinner without hope, in danger of hell.
2) Contrition–where sin is abhorred. When a person sees himself as he appears before God, he will have both a godly sorrow and a hatred for his sin.
3) Conversion: where sin is abandoned. A person is not only heart broken for sin, but also from sin. We must forsake what we would have God forgive.
S

alvation is deliverance of a person from his sin, not merely from a sinful environment. Jesus Christ is the Savior from not only the penalty and punishment of sin, but also the power of sin.
Consider what the following passages say about the Essential Belief of “Necessity of Repentance”.
         Read the following biblical passages from your own Bible.
             Mark 1:15
      Acts 20:20-21; 26:20
                   2 Timothy 2:25               Hebrews 6:1
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“Repent and believe...” (Mark 1:15) The time of decision had come; so the required response to which Jesus’ summoned hearers was a double response. Repentance and faith are bound together in once piece. To “repent,” (metanoeo in the Greek) is to feel remorse and self-reproach for one’s sins against God; to be contrite, sorry, to want to change direction. To “believe” (pisteuo in the Greek) is to commit oneself wholeheartedly to an object of faith. So to believe in the good news meant to believe in Jesus Himself as Messiah, the Son of God.
“repentance and faith” (Acts 20:21) In the Greek, the words “repentance” and “faith” are joined together by one article. This may imply that these two concepts are two aspects of the gospel proclamation.
“repent and turn to God, and prove their repentance by their deeds” (Acts 26:20) Here we have a brief description of conversion and its proper fruits, suggested, most likely, by John the Baptist’s teaching (Lu 3:7-8).

“repentance” (2 Timothy 2:25) Here Paul speaks of repentance as a preceding or prior event to coming to a full knowledge of the truth. Since the cause of their spiritual ignorance is moral, having a seat in the will, not in the intellect, their first need is repentance.  

“not laying again the foundations of repentance” (Hebrews 6:1) Here the author of Hebrews lifts up the importance, the primacy, of turning from sin toward God – it is the very foundation upon which the Christian life is built.   

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Comment on the following statement from the opening article, “...it doesn’t matter what we think or feel about ourselves, what matters is what the Bible says and teaches about us.” Do you agree with it?  Why?

2. What were the two declarations & two commands Jesus makes in Mark 1:15?
3. Why do you think Jesus’ linked these two commands together?

4. Explain why salvation entails more than merely “believing in Jesus.”
5. Who does God command to repent? (see Acts 17:30)
6. Why do you think it would be easier to tell sinners to merely “believe” than to tell them they need to repent? 
7. If repentance wasn’t necessary for salvation, why then did Jesus command that repentance be preached to all the nations? (Luke 24:47) 
8. Do you think that there could be such a thing as a false conversion to Christ?  Explain.
9. According to the Bible what are the eternal consequences of sin?  Why must God punish sin?
10. Do you believe it’s possible to have fellowship with God yet love sin and regularly live in it?  Why?

11. How do we come to recognize sin within us?  Define in a short statement what sin is.

12. What is your attitude toward sin in your own life? Do you snuggle up close to it or do you loath it?
13. Is there a nagging sin in your life that troubles you regularly? Ask God to remove it from your life.
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