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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
March 15, 2009
The Sermon on the Mount
Can We Simply “Hang”?
This Week’s Essential

Prayer—We commune (converse) with God out of a passionate love for Him, in humble awareness of our need.
Psalm 66:17-20 I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue. If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer. Praise be to God, who has not rejected prayer or withheld his love from me!
I

f you’ve ever questioned praying, been convinced that your prayers went unanswered, or been up to your neck in alligators and God didn’t seem to care, you need to read what Jesus had to say to his disciples on the matter of prayer. In response to their request for a prayer of their own like John’s disciples had, Jesus told them what to say. He told them to pray that God be reverenced and his kingdom come. God is holy and his holiness must be recognized. In addition, his rule and reign in the hearts of his people must also be recognized. He told them to pray daily for their needs and daily for forgiveness being careful to forgive others. It would be hypocritical for them to ask for forgiveness at the same time they harbored grudging and unforgiving feelings toward others. And finally he told them to pray that God would keep them from giving in to temptation. 
W

ith that Jesus had done what they requested, but he did more. He told them a parable to assure them that their prayers would be answered. “Suppose one of you has a friend,” he began. You go to your friend at midnight to ask him for food to feed an unexpected guest, but your friend at first refuses. Its late his family has long since gone to bed. To grant your request would disturb his entire household. Nevertheless, he gets up and gives you what you need not because of your friendship but because of your persistence. Jesus’ point in a nutshell: “If a person will answer the summons of a friend, though not eagerly because of extreme inconvenience, certainly God, for whom there is no inconvenient time, will answer the prayer of his children” (Craig Evens, Luke, NIBC, 181). 
A

nd then even more. He used a comparison to argue from the ‘lesser’ to the ‘greater’. If ‘A’ is true, how much more must ‘B’ be true! “Which of you fathers,” he began, “if your sons asks for a fish will give him a snake instead?” The answer is, of course, “none.” Or “an egg, will give him a scorpion?” The answer is again, “none.” Once he established that less-than-perfect earthly fathers know how to give good gifts to their children, he made his point. “How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
S

everal years ago I attended a Prayer Summit at Pine Cove in the piney woods of East Texas. It was my first prayer summit experience. About thirty pastors from the DFW area had gathered for this three day event. The facilitator had us sit in a large circle and then instructed us to begin praying for the Metroplex out loud. After 10 minutes or so he stopped us and said, “Listen to yourselves. Do you hear what you’re doing? You’re all praying your own agendas that you’ve brought with you. Let’s set aside our own agendas for the city and begin seeking God’s agenda. These next three days need to be more about being with God and listening to God than talking to God.” 

B

efore this Prayer Summit it was rare for me to devote more than thirty minutes to prayer in any one session. About 10:00 am the first day of the summit we were given assignments to take our journals and go out into the woods and spend time with God. I remember my first journal entry that morning–“How long will I stay awake?” I wondered.

W

e learn to pray by praying, and those two hour blocks of concentrated prayer taught me much. First, I needed to think more about God than about myself when praying. The Lord’s Prayer centers first in what God wants from us “Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done” – God wants us to desire these things, to orient our lives around them. How often do we come to God not with consumer requests but simply a desire to be with God, to discern what God wants from us and not visa versa. Maybe prayer is better described as “‘hanging’ with God” rather than “talking to God.”
Consider what this passage says about the Essential Discipline “Prayer.”
Read Luke 11:1-13 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into its meaning

“just as” (v. 1)  John the Baptist had taught his followers a distinctive prayer that identified them as “John’s disciples.”  Likewise, the Lord’s disciples asked him for a similar prayer that would identify them as “Jesus’ disciples.”  Their request indicates the growth of their identity in Christ. 
“hallowed” (v. 2)  “God’s name is to be kept sacred–it is in effect his reputation among men. His name essentially stands for God himself: men are to speak of him with appropriate reverence and honor instead of blaspheming him or sinning against him.”   (Robert Stein, Luke, NAC, 324).
“kingdom” (v. 2)  This term refers to God’s rule and reign in the hearts of men and women.
“daily bread” (v. 3)  This term is most likely a reference to manna, the daily bread God provided the Israelites in the wilderness. Jesus is using the term figuratively here for food and more. God provides for all our needs down to the food that sustains us daily.
“lead us not” (v. 4)  God does not tempt us to sin (Jas 1:13-14). The meaning might best be paraphrased as, “And do not let us give in to temptation.”
“friend” (v. 6)  “The culture held hospitality in high regard, almost as a duty. A visitor was to be welcomed and cared for, regardless of the hour of his arrival” (Darrell Bock, The NIV Application Commentary: Luke, 309).

“boldness” (v. 8)  The word connotes “boldness that persists over time.” The NET Bible translates the verse, “I tell you, even though the man inside will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of the first man’s sheer persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.”
“ask” (v. 9)  Jesus isn’t commanding his disciples to pray; he’s encouraging them to do so. His words might be paraphrased, “If you ask, you will indeed receive; if you seek, you will indeed find; if you knock, the door will be opened to you (Stein, 327).

Answering Interpretive Questions
1. The disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray. He did that and more.  How much more?
2. Jesus told his disciples, “When you pray say:” Does he expect us to recite the prayer he gave them?  Why?
3. List in your own words what Jesus told his disciples to pray for.
4. Verse 4 indicates that requesting forgiveness and granting forgiveness are related. Put how they are related in your own words.
5. Does verse 4 mean that we need to ask God not to tempt us?  Explain.
6. Explain why the man’s friend to whom he goes at midnight for bread does or does not represent God.
7. Put Jesus’ point in verses 9 and 10 in a nutshell.
8. Regarding verse 11, what if the son asks for a snake?
9. What does this week’s passage have to do with the Essential Discipline of Prayer?
10. How would you respond to the following difficult situation in light of the Essential Discipline Prayer and the message of this week’s passage?
I have never been able to understand how people can spend hours in prayer. What can they possibly have to
say to God that would take that long? I can usually say everything I have to say in just a few minutes. I know
how to ask for God’s help when I need it. What’s more I know how to ask for God’s help for others when they
need it. But it doesn’t take that long to cry, “Help!”

The bottom line is I don’t pray very often and when I do it’s not for very long, and I’m pretty sure that the people
who say they do really don’t. I’m not satisfied with my prayer life, but truth is I don’t know what to do about it. 
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