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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
March 1, 2009
The Sermon on the Mount
Loving Your Enemies
This Week’s Essential

Love/Compassion—I sacrificially and uncon-ditionally love and forgive others.
1 John 4:10-12 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
P

eople with this virtue love others unconditionally. The unconditional aspect of radical kingdom love is evident in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. In it He told his hearers, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt. 5:43-44). People who love their enemies love unconditionally because enemies don’t deserve to be loved. Quite the contrary, they deserve to be hated–at least that’s what Jesus’ hearers had been taught. So people who love their enemies love like God loves–unconditionally.
A

bout this virtue of radical kingdom love, one author writes, “To return evil for good is devilish; to return good for good is human; to return good for evil is divine” (D. A. Carson, “Matthew,” EBC, vol. 8, 159). Unfortunately, we see too little of this kind of love today. Steven Evans, a professor of theology at Calvin College, observes “Nominal Christians tend to reduce the Christian duty to love to those ‘natural’ loves that all human societies require and in turn nurture. To love, then, is simply to love one’s parents, one’s children, ones friends, and one’s country. The pagan distinguishes between a loving person and a selfish person by determining whether these natural forms of love are present or not. The professing Christian who is really a pagan thinks that Christian love is reducible to these ‘natural’ loves.”
E

vans argues that all these natural forms of love are infected with self-love, because in every case the person who is loved is selected on the basis of a relation to the self. In other words, I love my parents because they are my parents, my children because they are my children, my friends because they are my friends. Only radical kingdom love is neighbor love, where the neighbor is not defined by a relation to myself. The radical kingdom person is not allowed to exclude anyone from the category of “neighbor,” and thus my moral obligations cannot be limited to family, friends, and fellow-citizens. And yet this radical kingdom concept of neighbor is no abstract-tion; the radical kingdom person does not love mankind or some other generality. The neighbor is never hard to find because the neighbor is the first person I see.
T

he following Old Testament passages describe how God’s people were to view and treat others.

· Exodus 23:4-5

Levit. 19:18 & 34

· Psalm 139:21-22 
Proverbs 25:21

God clearly commanded them to love their neighbors, but nowhere did He command them to hate their enemies. One author writes, “All this means that those who summed up Old Testament teaching as calling for love for neighbors and hatred for enemies were oversimplifying at best” (Leon Morris, “The Gospel According to Matthew”, 130). In reality, just as they mistakenly thought that anyone who did not commit adultery kept the seventh commandment, so also they mistakenly thought that anyone who loved only his friends kept the commandment “love your neighbor as yourself”.

“D

o not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbor; act as if you did. As soon as we do this we find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if you loved someone, you will presently come to love him. If you injure someone you dislike, you will find yourself disliking him more. If you do him a good turn, you will find yourself disliking him less. There is, indeed, one exception. If you do him a good turn, not to please God and obey his law of love, but to show him what a fine forgiving chap you are, and to put him in your debt, and then sit down to wait for his ‘gratitude’, you will be disappointed. So whenever you do good to another just because he is made by God like us, and desiring his own happiness as we desire ours, we shall have learned to love him a little more or, at least, to dislike him less” 

(C.S. Lewis, “Lewis on Love”, 39)
Consider what these passages say about the Essential Virtue “Love/Compassion.”
Read Matthew 5:43-48 and Luke 6:27-36 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into its meaning

“love” (v.v. 43, 44)  Love is not simply praised; it is commanded.
“persecute you” (v. 44)  Persecutors would be the hardest enemies to love.
“causes...sends” (v. 45)  Sunshine and rain are not viewed as natural occurrences. God “causes” and “sends” them; divine volition is involved.

“greet” (v. 47)  Significant in that it was an indication of warmth, friendly relations, and goodwill.
“tax collectors” (v. 48)  Men employed by Roman tax contractors to collect taxes for them. They earned a bad reputation, because they often demanded unreasonable payments, were hated, and considered traitors.
“perfect” (v. 45)  To be perfect like the heavenly Father, sons must love like He loves.

Answering Interpretive Questions
1. Why do we need to know what Jesus had to say about love?  How important is it?
2. What makes knowing what He had to say about this virtue valuable?  How useful is it?
3. What do you think everyday life and contemporary culture have to say about love?
4. Describe a time when someone showed you unconditional love.
5. Describe a time when you showed someone unconditional love.
6. How would you describe the tension that seems to exist between what the various Old Testament passages, listed in the second column on the first page, say?
7. What suggests to you that “neighbor” means more than “friend” in these OT passages?
8. How is love defined in these OT passages?
9. What is implied by the qualifying phrase “as yourself” in Leviticus 19:18 and 34?
10. David declared, “Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord” and “I count them my enemies.” How should his words be understood in light of the broader context of these passages? Was David wrong to hate them and count them as his enemies?
11. Contrast Jesus’ answer and his contemporaries answer to the question, “Who is my neighbor?”
               (see Luke 10:25-29)

12. How are enemies portrayed in Matthew 5:44?
13. How is love expressed according to the same verse?
14. How does Jesus emphasize that the heavenly Father loves all people–even his enemies?
15. Why is their no reward for loving those who return love?
16. Why is greeting one’s brothers nothing special?
17. What do Jesus’ words say to people who take pride in their spirituality because they love their parents, 
       their spouses, their children, their friends and their country?
18. Why do you need to hear this message?

19. Identify a foe who is making your life miserable right now and pray for that person.

20. How can you put this message to work in your life at work?
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