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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
March 8, 2009
The Sermon on the Mount
The Currency of Faith
This Week’s Essential

Giving Away Our Money—We joyfully give away money for the purposes of God’s kingdom.
2 Corinthians 8:7 But just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us – see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
S
everal years ago many at New Life Bible Fellowship committed to donate monetary gifts, above and beyond their then present tithe and offerings, to our For Such A Time As This giving campaign. This campaign was initiated by the need to restore and strengthen our facility. Over the pre-ceding decades our facility had deteriorated into a condition that no longer honored God. Our parking lot, exterior fascia, restrooms, carpets and walls, plus other areas were in great need of being restored. Also, leadership wanted to strengthen our facility by adding some new equipment. The campaign was initiated by these reasons and a desire to do these things without incurring debt. Some were able to offer up-front donations while others agreed to a three-year-monthly commitment; and still others did both.
W
hen my wife and I sat down to discuss how much we felt led to commit to this important campaign, I had already performed a quick analysis of our budget and came up with an amount I thought we could comfortably afford and yet, appeared to me to be “generous.” However, as we talked, it didn’t take long before we realized that the figure I initially came up with wasn’t much of a sacrifice at all. In the days leading up to our final decision God challenged us to make a greater, more sacrificial commitment to the campaign. That was the Spring of 2003.
O

ur 2003 was one of the most financially chal-lenging years of our life. Our son, his wife and their new baby were living with us–increasing our expenses substantially. Our recently divorced daughter (mother of two little girls) was in a program for single mothers in Lufkin. Even though much of her living expenses were being provided for in the program, we were still financially supporting her. Also, my wife was driving the 380 mile round trip to Lufkin and back almost every weekend to give them her support. And we had committed to be part of the short-term mission trip to Caracas, Venezuela later that year – not knowing how much we would raise and how much we would need to pay ourselves. Despite all this, God continued to provide in many ways. There was not a single moment when we regretted putting the things of God first. In fact the contrary has been true. In view of the abundance of God’s protection and provision during this time, our hearts were drawn to more giving toward God’s work.
I
 know that I still have a long way to go in under-standing and applying the principles of giving set forth in scripture. But what I can certainly attest to is that the One who has called us to be generous, with the tithes and offerings we give back to Him, is fully capable of providing for our needs. As we trust more in Him and less in our own abilities/resources, we find ourselves walking in deeper intimacy and dependency with our Creator, Redeemer & Provider. And take it from a fellow pilgrim who’s traveling down the same road of all believers, there is great joy in putting the things of God first in our finances. Looking back, we can’t fathom having made it through life’s many challenges any other way.
A Situation for Discussion

The nightly newscast ended with a short blurb about one of our nation’s most wealthy mogul’s recent donation to their favorite cause. While at first two million dollars seemed like a lot of money, and it is, you remember that this person is worth several billion dollars. A quick crunch of the numbers and you realize that this is virtually the equivalent to you giving someone 20 bucks! Your calculations left you wondering, was this high-profile gift truly that generous?

The message of this week’s passage:

Luke 21:1-4

Out of your poverty or your wealth give generously and sacrificially to the Lord.

Consider what this passage says about the Essential Discipline “Giving Away Our Money.”
Read Luke 21:1-4 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into its meaning

“temple treasury” (v. 1)  “The temple treasury was located in the court of the women. Both men and women were allowed in this court, but women could go no further into the temple building. In the court of the women were 13 trumpet-shaped receptacles, shaped like inverted megaphones and positioned to received donations of the worshippers” (NIV Archaeological Study Bible, note on Mark 12:41). 
“copper coins” (v. 2)  “The mite, a copper coin of little value was the smallest and least valuable coin in circulation in Palestine in Jesus’ day. Each mite was worth about one-eight of a penny” (NIV Archaeological Study Bible, 1699).
“I tell you the truth” (v. 3)  This is a stern, solemn pronouncement from Jesus that is meant to grab his disciple’s attention regarding a profound and important truth. As when a teacher, during a lecture, says, “This will be on the test!” There are twenty four incidences in the gospels in which Jesus begins to present a spiritual truth with this phrase.
“more than all” (v. 3)  In terms of real cost, the widow woman gave the most...all those who preceded her donated their gifts our of their excess. What they gave to God cost them little; in contrast, the widow woman gave, not from her abundance, but from her very life.
Answering Interpretive Questions
1. What do you like about this passage?  What do you not like about it?  What do you not understand about it?
2. In one word, what is its theme?   How could it make a difference in your life?
3. Try to imagine yourself in the temple court. What additional images or characteristics come to your mind in regards to the “rich” Jesus mentions in v. 1?
4. Same exercise as in question #3 only this time, profile what additional images or characteristics come to mind in regards to the “poor widow” in v.2?
5. Do you think Jesus’ mention of the widow was more likely a praise for her actions, a lament for her being victimized by the religious system of her day, or an equal measure of both?  Explain.
6. How can it legitimately be said by Jesus that the widow “put in more than all the others”?
7. Why do you think God is less interested in how much we give than how much we keep?
8. So does this passage communicate that we should give up everything we own?  Explain.
9. How has this week’s lesson shaped your understanding of our Essential “Giving Away Our Money”?
10. If the actions of the rich represent a “1” and the actions of the widow represents a “10” on a scale, where would you place yourself in terms of sacrificial giving?
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