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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
May 10, 2009


Mother’s Day
The “Basket Case” Bravery of Being Mom
This Week’s Essential

One Holy & Personal God: We believe the God of the Bible is the only true God–Father, Son and Holy Spirit-who is intimately involved in and cares about our daily lives. 
Psalms 121:1-2: I lift up my eyes to the hills–where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
D
ivine providence is an expression of the personal nature of God. Millard Erickson writes, 

       “By providence we mean the continuing action
       of God by which He preserves in existence the

       creation which He has brought into being, and 

       guides it to His intended purposes for it. Providence
       in certain ways is central to the conduct of the
       Christian life. It means we are able to live in
       assurance that God is present and active in our
       lives. We are in His care and can therefore face

       the future confidently, knowing that things are not

       happening merely by chance. We can pray, knowing

       that God hears and acts upon our prayers. We can

       face danger, knowing that He is not unaware and

       uninvolved” (Christian Theology, 2:387-88).
A

ccording to this definition providence has two aspects, preservation and governance. The first pertains to sustaining what He has created; the second pertains to directing the course of history toward His desired ends. This first aspect is particularly evident in this week’s passage. The Egyptian pharaohs were doing everything they could to limit the growth and strength of the Israelites, but “the more they were oppressed the more they multiplied and spread” (Ex 1:12).  The passive voice often implies the behind-the-scene providential activity of God. So verse 12 might be translated, “the more the Egyptians oppressed them, the more God caused them to multiply and spread.”  The Egyptian pharaohs were doing everything they could to limit the growth and strength of the Israelites, but God was doing everything He could to cause them to multiply and spread. Guess who won. Erickson observes,
      “The sparing of the people in the time of Moses
       is particularly noteworthy. By ordering the killing of
     the Israelite male children the Egyptians attempted
     to prevent Israel from multiplying and gaining 
     strength (Exodus 1). Yet the midwives saved these 

     children, and remarkable circumstances spared 

     Moses’ life” (389).
This same providence is at work in our daily lives-often hardest when the outlook is bleakest.
G
od told Abraham that his descendants would be strangers in a country not their own and would be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years before He would bring them back to their land (Ge 15:13). Two centuries later his grandson, Jacob and his entire family moved to Egypt, but a people destined to become a nation would come up out of Egypt 430 years later. 
T

he book of Exodus opens and the Israelites are still in Egypt. God had blessed them there, but as time passed, things changed. Rulers appeared on the scene that felt threatened by them. So one king then another took measures to curtail the further growth of their population. Eventually one king directed the Hebrew midwives to kill at birth the boys of Israelite women. God’s people must have wondered, “How could God allow this terrible turn of events to take place? Why has God allowed this evil to come upon us? Where is He? Doesn’t He care?” 
I
n the midst of the darkness and despair a ray of hope finally appeared. The life of one exceptional baby boy was providentially spared –even though his birth hardly came at a good time. Nevertheless, following her “untimely” pregnancy, his mother hid him for 3 months. Then, when she could hide him no longer, she put his future in God’s hands. She prepared a basket, put him in it, whispered a prayer and placed the basket in the Nile among the reeds. The baby was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter who felt sorry for him–sorry enough to defy the Pharaoh’s decree. Unwittingly the princess entrusted him to his mother’s care, then later adopted him as her own. Evidently, God preserved the life of this special child for the special purpose he had in store for him. This story isn’t about parenting per se. It’s about providence–providence at work in the lives of parents and their children.
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief “One Holy and Personal God.”
     Read Exodus 1:1 – 2:10 from your own Bible.  
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“Now Joseph. . . the land was filled with them.”  (vv. 6-7)  Exodus chapter 1 reports that after Joseph, his brothers and all that generation died, the number of Israelites in Egypt increased greatly just like God had said (see Ge. 46:3).
“did not know” (v. 8)  While the precise identity of “the new king who did not know about Joseph” is unclear, he definitely was not the next one to rule after Joseph died.
“oppress” (v. 11)  The king decided to deal with the Israelites by enslaving them in the hope that by oppressing them he might deter their rebellion, curtail the growth of their population, and provide laborers for his building projects. But the more they were oppressed the more they multiplied. 
“the king” (v. 15)  Either Ahmose I or Amenkhotep I. When enslaving them didn’t work, this king ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill all the boys born to Israelite women. It was a vicious order that would have been effective had it been obeyed, but two midwives let the boys live.
“Hebrew” (v. 15)  The Israelites were considered “Hebrews” but so were other nomadic people in that day. “The word probably has a connotation something like modern ‘gipsy,’ in a derogatory sense, combining the ideas of wandering and animal-trading” (Alan Cole, Exodus, TOTC, 55). 
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Compare the number of Israelites in Egypt when the book of Exodus opens with the number of Jacob’s sons who went with him to Egypt. 

2. How do we know from verses 8 and 9 that the Israelites must have lived in Egypt quite a while before the Egyptians enslaved them?
3. Describe the three failed polices that various kings of Egypt pursued to reduce the risk posed by the Israelites. (see vv. 11, 16, 22)
4. Ironically, while Hebrew girls were spared (presumably because they posed no risk), women were the ones that defied orders and frustrated the Pharaoh’s efforts. Identify the five courageous women who defied them.
5. Hebrews 11:23 says, “By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.”  In what sense was what they did an act of faith?
6. Do you think Moses’ mother acted on impulse or according to a plan?  Explain?
7. Moses was raised by a mother who had the faith to put his future in God’s hands. Explain the significance of that.
8. God is mentioned only three times in Exodus 1:1 – 2:10. At first glance it could appear that God is rather uninvolved in the lives of his people in this passage. So how do we know that God was very involved in their lives during this trying time even though it does not appear to be so?
9. What do you think makes the story of Moses’ preservation and adoption so remarkable?
10. Explain the relationship between the message of this passage and the Essential Belief “One Holy and personal God”.

11. It takes faith to raise a child.  How so?
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