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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
May 31, 2009
The Dry Lands
The Need for Law
This Week’s Essential

One Holy & Personal God: We believe the God of the Bible is the only true God–Father, Son and Holy Spirit-who is intimately involved in and cares about our daily lives. 
Psalms 121:1-2: I lift up my eyes to the hills–where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
R

edemption from slavery was to be the beginning of Israel’s new relationship with Yahweh (The One Who Is Always Present). That relationship, as our own relationship with the Lord, has a goal: transformation. People with whom God shares Himself are expected to share the Lord’s qualities, and especially His holiness! The events we read of in Exodus 14-19 demonstrate all too clearly that Israel was not yet a holy people, and not yet ready to respond to God’s grace. These events demonstrate to us why the introduction of the Mosaic Law was a necessity.

T

o put the happenings of Israel’s journey from Egypt to Mt. Sinai into perspective, we need to look to the New Testament. There we read of God’s purpose for people who come to know Him.  Ephesians speaks of becoming “Mature, attaining the whole measure of fullness of Christ” (4:13). Romans speaks of having “conformed to the likeness of God’s Son” (8:29). Colossians speaks of putting on “the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator” (3:10). Peter insists that believers “be holy in all you do” (1 Peter 1:15). And Jesus Himself told His disciples they were to be like “your Heavenly Father” (Matt. 5:48). 

F

or the believer, then, salvation is the beginning of a relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, that  grows and develops until Christ is seen in them. Peter sums this up beautifully: 

    “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
    Holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
    declare the praises of Him who called you out of
    darkness into His wonderful light. Once you were not
    a people, but now you are the people of God; once
    you had not received mercy, but now you have 
    received mercy” (1 Pe. 2:9-10). 
T

his same purpose sums up the calling of Israel. As a people who had received mercy, they were a chosen people belonging to God. Once a mob of slaves, they were now a nation destined to declare the praises of the Lord Yahweh who called them. He would teach them about their identity, claim them as His people, and announce: “I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy: because I am holy.  . . .I am the Lord who brought you up out of Egypt, to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy” (Lev. 11:44-45).
E

vents reported in Exodus 15:22 through 17:7 show us how like a child Israel was. Looking back the Prophet Hosea used that image: “When Israel was a child, I love him, and out of Egypt I called My son. But the more I called Israel, the further they went from me” (Hosea 11:1-2b). We cannot understand the Mosaic Law and the Ten Commandments without realizing that they were given to Israel as a child. We can look at the journey to Mt. Sinai as a time when God dealt with Israel permissively. He let them respond out of their nature. He acted in love to meet their needs. He did not correct or punish. And the result showed the outcome common to all permissive approaches to child-rearing. The people failed to develop inner discipline. They did not mature. 
T

he Bible makes it clear that God is not a permissive parent. Scripture tells us “the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son” (Heb. 12:6). What’s more, Scripture tells us the purpose of God’s discipline. “God disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness” (Heb. 12:10). It takes discipline to develop holiness, and God will not shrink back from giving His children any good gift–no matter how painful that gift may initially seem! 

I

t was because of love, then, and for the intro-duction of a discipline through which Israel might come to share God’s holiness, that the Lord led His people to Mt. Sinai. And it was Israel’s desperate need for discipline that led to the giving of the Law. In later years the Law would be tragically mis-understood by God’s people. Its purpose and meaning would be distorted, and its true role clouded. But the Law was never-the-less a necessary step in Israel’s growth.
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief –“One Holy and Personal God”.
         Read Exodus 19 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“Mount Sinai” (v:1-2) Most believe that Mount Sinai is Jabel el Mussa, which lies near the east end of the Sinai Peninsula.
“...if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then ...you will be my treasured people.” (v:5) Yahweh’s words here reflect a covenant made between a superior ruler or king and his people. Such a covenant refers to what a ruler has done for his people, and explains the responsibilities of the people to their ruler and of the ruler to his people. What we see here is the birth of Israel as a nation which is to look to God as Sovereign, Protector, Ruler, and Lord.
“...you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (v:6) As the priestly order was set apart from the common masses, so the Israelites, compared to other people, were to sustain the same near relations to God–a community of spiritual sovereigns set apart to preserve the knowledge and worship of God.
“I am going to come to you in a dense cloud.” (v:9) The deepest impressions are made on the mind through the medium of the senses. Yahweh’s descent at the inauguration of His ancient church was designed to produce the conviction that He was the great “I am”.
“...thunder and lightening, ...and a very loud trumpet blast.” (v:16) The descent of God was signalized by every object imagination can conceive connected with the ideas of grandeur and of awe. As the mountain burned with fire, God was exhibited as a consuming fire to the transgressors of His law.
“...consecrate themselves” (v:22) The Hebrew verb qadas means “to make holy” or “to set apart”. Through His mighty acts of deliverance, God demonstrated that the Israelites were His people, and that He was their God. By having the people wash themselves at Mount Sinai, the Lord made it clear that they were being set apart for Him.
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What would you point out to show that consecration is a theme that runs throughout this chapter?

2. What do you think of the assertion that “all permissive approaches to child-rearing fail to develop inner discipline? 
3. What did God, through Moses, tell Israel to do in vv:10-13?    Why is this important?

4. What will happen if they fail to follow these instructions?

5. How did God manifest himself to the people?  Why do you think he did it that way? (v: 16)
6. Why do you think everyone in the camp trembled at Yahweh’s display? (v: 16)
7. Put in your own words the basic content of Yahweh’s covenant: that is the basic responsibilities of the people to their ruler and of the ruler to his people.
8. Explain the relationship between the message of this chapter and the Essential Belief of One Holy and Personal God.

9. Think of at least one practical implication of the message of this chapter that you can relate to your life.
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