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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
May 3, 2009


Sermon on the Mount
The Fruit of our Theology - Practice
This Week’s Essential

Simplicity: We believe that living a simple life helps us to keep focused on our purpose.
2 Timothy 2:3-4: Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs – he wants to please his com-manding officer.
N
o one can do everything. In fact most of us have more to do than we can possibly do. J. Grant Howard describes our problem this way, 
“We are surrounded by innumerable options. Gathered around each of us is a massive array of alternatives. Some tend to deceive us. Others try to motivate us. And the supply is ever-increasing tending to overwhelm us. We are overstimulated, overchallenged, overexposed. And if we don’t watch out, we can become overcommitted.” 

                                     (Balancing Life’s Demands, 19)
Unable to escape our predicament, we have to decide again and again what we are going to do and what we are not going to do. And we know if we want to make the right decisions, wise decisions, we have to choose based on what matters most. Regarding what’s really important, Stephen Covey asks the probing question, 
    “If you were to pause and think seriously about the
    ‘first things’ in your life–the three or four things that
    matter most–what would they be?” 
                                             (First Things First, pg 11)
No matter how you might answer his question, there is a good possibility that the things that matter most to you only receive your sporadic attention. Instead, what matters most, too often, gets put off or put last, and that’s where it may stay–last. And we all know why–because other things, urgent things, even though they may matter less, capture our attention. In this strange way the first becomes last and the last first.
H
ow do we keep the last from becoming the first–the least important from becoming the most important? The answer according to Covey is “to keep the main thing the main thing” (13). He tells his readers to spend more time on things that are important but not necessarily urgent. But we can’t follow his advice until we identify what is important to us. In other words, we have to have a controlling priority that we can use to guide us. Living a simple life helps us to keep focused on our purpose. And focusing on our purpose provides this priority. Ordering our lives around God and his priorities for us is the most important thing. It is the “main thing.” 
T
his week we’ll examine the self-portrait of living a simple life focused around God and his prior-ities described in Philippians 2:12-18. In this passage Paul identifies God’s priorities for us and commands us to pursue it for ourselves. Lest we mistakenly conclude that the outcome is up to us alone, he makes it clear that God is the one at work in us to give us the desire and the ability to see his will accomplished in our lives.
Bob Lilly on Tom Landry
“Though I was raised with Christian influence, I strayed during my college and pro-football days be-cause I had no biblical standard. The reason I didn’t stray farther than I did was because of a person who did have biblical standards, and lived them.” 

“I’ll never forget my first rookie meeting with the Dallas Cowboy’s coach Tom Landry, who had become a Christian just two years before I joined the team in 1961, who stood in front of us and outlined his priorities in life: God first, family second, and the team third. By the time he was through talking, most of us rookies thought we had landed in the wrong place, because Coach Landry obviously had his priorities mixed up. But throughout my 14 years with the Cowboys, coach Landry–a very organized and disciplined individual–never deviated from the biblical standards that guided his life. He incorporated them into his team strategies, held prayer meetings and quoted occasional Scripture verses in a way that made them seem relevant to football.”
“I didn’t come to know the Lord until after my pro-football career had ended. But those biblical standards that so inspired me in Coach Landry over the years have now become my standards.”

                                     (Christianity Today, Sept. 1999)
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief of “Simplicity.”
     Read Philippians 2:12-18 from your own Bible.  
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“work out”  (v. 12)  Work it out to the finish-until you reach maturity-by following Christ’s example of obedience to God.
“salvation” (v. 12)  Salvation has past, present and future aspects. We were saved when we were born again. We are being saved as we grow toward maturity in Christ, and we will be saved when our bodies are redeemed and we received the full inheritance that is ours in Christ. Here, working out salvation does not mean “working for” salvation, but making salvation operational in our lives.
“complaining” (v. 14)  Or “grumbling.” He apparently had Israel’s bad manners in the wilderness in mind when he wrote verse 14. 
“like stars” (v. 15)  This is a figure of speech called a simile, which compares two essentially dissimilar things that are alike in at least one way. 
“hold out” (v. 16)  The Greek word can be translated either “holding fast” (NASB, NKJV) or “holding forth” (“as you hold out,” NIV; “as you offer them” TEV).
“being poured out” (v. 17)  Either a reference to Paul’s whole life of ministry being offered to God on a daily basis or more likely to his imprisonment possibly ending in his execution. 

“sacrifice and service” (v. 17)  Literally “sacrifice and service of your faith,” which means the response to God that your faith produced. 
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. How does the apostle Paul use comparison to prompt his readers to obey his command? 

2. Put the meaning of “continue to work out your own salvation” in your own words.
3. What is Paul’s reason behind giving this command?
4. Do you see any connection between the reason why we are to obey Paul’s command and how we are to obey it, “with fear and trembling”?
5. To what must “everything” refer taken in context with verse 12?
6. How would you explain the difference between complaining and arguing?
7. God intends for us to become blameless and pure children without fault in the world. Explain the role we

   play and the role God plays in making this happen.
8. Paul likens God’s children to stars that shine in the universe. Explain the point of his comparison.
9. At the same time God’s children “shine like stars,” they “hold out the word of life.” What do you think this 

   means?
10. In verse 17 Paul compares himself to a drink offering (see Num 15:1-12: 28:7, 24 & 2 Tim 4:6-8).
   Put the sense of this imagery in your own words. 
11. If Paul sees himself as a drink offering, to what would “sacrifice and service” refer?
12. Explain the relationship between the message of this passage and the Essential Belief of Simplicity.

13. If God and His priorities for your life are not the focus of your life, what would you say is the focus?
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