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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
November 15, 2009
Living Out God’s Dream
This Week’s Essential

One Holy and Personal God: I believe that the God of the Bible is the only true God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who is intimately involved in and cares about my daily life.

2 Cor. 13:14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
T
wo decades had passed since Joseph’s brothers did away with the dreamer and put an end to his dreams, or so they thought. Twenty years since they wholesaled him to Midianite merchants on their way to Egypt and soaked his ornamented robe in goat’s blood to deceive their father. At first it must have been difficult. Jacob’s endless mourning for Joseph served as a constant reminder of their son as did the very sight of each other. They must have taken a vow of silence in effect transforming their sin into the proverbial elephant in their midst they were compelled to ignore. Reuben was the one they worried about; Judah, no doubt, warned him to keep his mouth shut. As the years went by, the noise of their daily routines drowned out the sound of their younger brother’s cries for mercy in their ears. He was finally out of sight and out of mind–but not forever.

N
evertheless over the years their sin must have taken a toll on them; they must have paid a high emotional price for their evil deed. Chuck Swindoll writes:

“Time doesn’t erase distress. We have evidence of that in our own lives. We know from experience the inescapable reminders of our guilt. The emotional entanglements brought about by the consequences of our own sin can be so devastating that we become physically sick, which is precisely what happened with David following his adultery with Bathsheba and his murderous plot to have Uriah, her husband, killed. Remember his heartsick admission?”   (Charles Swindoll, Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness, 97) 
Here is what David said to God before the assembly about his transgression.
“When I kept silence, 
     my bones wasted away 
     through my groaning all day long.
For day and night

     your hand was heavy upon me;

my strength was sapped

     as in the heat of summer. (Ps. 32:3,4)

And David only lived with his unconfessed sin for less than a year. Joseph’s brothers lived with their guilt for two decades!
B
ut God was not about to let them repress their guilt forever. He had a plan for them. He planned to take them to Egypt where he intended to bless them and make them into a great nation (Gen. 15:13, 14; 28:13-15). But before he would do that they had to acknowledge their crime against Joseph and demonstrate that they had changed. So he used a famine and their subsequent encounter with Joseph to convict them of their sins and bring them to repentance. This episode in the story of Joseph is contained in Genesis chapters 42 & 43.
The Message of This Passage

God cares for us enough

to convict us of our sins

and bring us to repentance

in order to bless us

according to his will.

Something to Contemplate
“You may be sure that your sin

will find you out.” (Num. 32:23)
Something to Pray

“When I keep silent, my bones waste away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand is heavy upon me; my strength is sapped as in the heat of summer. When I acknowledge my sin to you and do not cover up my iniquity, when I say, ‘I confess my transgressions to you, O Lord,’ you forgive the guilt of my sin” (Ps. 32:3-5). I confess my hidden sins, O Lord, and ask for your forgiveness. 

Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief of “One Holy & Personal God”.
         Read Genesis 42 & 43 from your own Bible.

Digging deeper into the meaning 

“recognized, remembered” (42:8)  Twenty years had passed. Still Joseph recognized his brothers and immediately remembered his dreams concerning them. But they did not recognize him since he was a teenager the last time they saw him and now was ad adult dressed in Egyptian attire in an unexpected position of authority.
“Reuben” (42:37)  No one would listen to Reuben. His brothers did not listen when he asked them not to sin against Joseph (v. 22), and his father would not listen when he asked him to entrust Benjamin to his care (V. 38).
“Why” (43:6)  Even after being told what Joseph had said, Jacob refused to send Benjamin with them and continued to stall until Judah intervened with a forceful but warmly personal initiative.
“bowed down” (43:26)  His brothers’ visits anticipate the fulfillment of Joseph’s dreams when Jacob and his entire family go to Egypt.
“detestable” (43:32)  “The Egyptian aversion to eating with foreigners is well attested in classical sources, such as Herodotus, Diodorus, and Strabo” (Gordon Wenham, Word Biblical Commentary: Genesis, 412).
“five times” (43:34)  The favoritism Joseph showed Benjamin gave him an opportunity to test their reaction. Would they react to Benjamin as they had reacted to him years earlier? The test was calculated to give them the opportunity to rekindle the old animosity.
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Relate what happened on his brothers’ first trip to Egypt to Joseph’s dreams recorded in Genesis 37:5-11.
2. Joseph said one thing to his brothers in 42:16 but then did another in 42:19, and put them all in custody in the meantime. What do you think prompted him to change his original plan?

3. What effect did Joseph’s first test have on his brothers? (see 42:21&22)
4. How did finding their money pouches in their sacks affect them?
5. Jacob surely preferred Benjamin to Simeon. How do we know?
6. Judah made one thing perfectly clear to his father in 43:3-5. What was it?

7. Contrast Judah’s attitude toward his brother Joseph and his father twenty years earlier in 37:26,27 with his attitude toward his brother Benjamin and his father now in 43:9,10. How would you describe the difference?
8. What does the change in Judah imply regarding his brothers?

9. What Essential Belief did Jacob affirm in 43:14?

10. What does Joseph’s brothers’ reaction to being taken to his house and their conversation with his steward indicate about them to you?

11. Why do you think Joseph was so deeply moved at the sight of Benjamin?

12. They were astonished and no doubt disconcerted to find themselves seated in front of Joseph in the order of their ages from the firstborn to the youngest. What would that have denoted to them?
13. Benjamin’s portion was five times greater than anyone else’s. Do you think this was an attempt by Joseph to reproduce the earlier situation to see whether the rest of his brothers would show the same jealousy toward Benjamin as they had to him, or was it just a mark of affection for his only full brother?  Explain.

14. The message of Genesis 42 & 43 pertains to the Essential Belief One Holy & Personal God, “I believe that the God of the Bible is the only true God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who is intimately involved in and cares about my daily life.” Explain how the message or any details of the passage relate to this Essential Belief.

15. Who needs to hear this message and why?

16. Read 1 John 1:9,10 and respond accordingly.
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