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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
November 29, 2009
Christmas:
The Story of Promise
This Week’s Essential

Hope: I live a life of hope based on the pro-mises and truth of the Word of God.
Hebrews 6:19-20 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
E
arly in life most of us hope/dream of a “better tomorrow”– a long season in life with a house, two kids, Sunday dinners surrounded by extended members of the family, financial stability and overall good health. While that indeed becomes a reality for some(and praise to the glory of God for that), it does not represent reality for all of us. Often as dreams die, hope dies with them. 
T
he holidays from Thanksgiving through the New Year are often difficult for those who have previously experienced significant relationship losses. This could be through the loss of an im-mediate family member, the tragic loss of a child, or emotional remembrances of a once happy marriage that ended in a bitter divorce. If we live long enough, we all come face-to-face with losses like this, especially the passing of one or more loved ones. It’s enough to ask the question, “In ‘what’ or ‘who’ can I truly put my hope?”
T
he truth of the matter is that Jesus is the only one in whom we can find true and everlasting hope? Financial stability will come and go. Health issues increase with age. And the pains and disappointments of severed relationships are simply unavoidable. The presence of sin upon the human race insures that all of these things will fail to provide us with the peace, hope and joy that can be found in a personal and eternal relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
W
we must remind ourselves that God’s faith-fulness does not rest in him satisfying our personal hopes and dreams(biblical faith is not rooted in any presumptuous expectations we might put on God). Rather, God’s faithfulness rests in giving us His hope(the life of Christ) so that his dreams for us will become God-honoring realities. My hope this holiday season is that we would cast aside all of our hopes that rest in temporary circumstances and instead embrace the unfailing hope that God’s word assures will spring eternal.
O
nly two of the four Gospels contain details related to the birth of Jesus–Matthew and Luke. Interestingly enough, these are the only two Gospels that also contain a genealogical record of Jesus; yet each are quite unique. Matthew’s motive for writing his Gospel was to communicate to a Jewish audience that Jesus was indeed Israel’s promised Messiah. Matthew quotes or alludes to OT passages 55 times; almost as much as the other three Gospel writers combined. So it is no surprise that we find Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus beginning with Abraham and moving forward in history to Joseph(the husband of Mary). 
M

atthew’s record represents Jesus’ legal right as heir to the Davidic throne. God promised David, “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever”(2 Sa 7:16). Yet, after Solomon’s death (David’s son), the nation of Israel became divided. This made them more vulnerable and susceptible to invasion by foreign nations. In 722 B.C., the northern kingdom is taken captive by the Assyrians. In 586 B.C., the southern kingdom is taken captive by the Babylonians. This later invasion led to the destruc-tion of Israel’s temple for worship. While Israelites were eventually given the opportunity to return to Jerusalem (538 B.C.) and build a new temple, their days of prominence in the Promised Land were over. Their only hope was to wait for the arrival of the Anointed One who would one day bring them back into God’s favor and restore them as a flourishing kingdom as God’s chosen people.  
F
urthermore, “the names in Matthew’s genealogy –like Judah, Ruth, David, Uzziah, Hezekiah, Josiah–would immediately evoke for Matthew’s readers a whole range of stories they had learned about their heritage from the time of their childhood. By evoking great heroes of the past like David and Josiah, Matthew points his readers to the ultimate hero to whom all those other stories pointed. For Matthew, Jesus was not an afterthought to Judaism. No, Jesus was the goal to which Israel’s lovingly remembered history pointed” (Craig Keener, A Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, 77).
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Virtue of “Hope”.
         Read Matthew 1:1-17 from your own Bible.

Digging deeper into the meaning 

“genealogy” (v. 1)  “Jews kept extensive genealogies to establish a person’s heritage, inheritance, legitimacy, and rights. Matthew demonstrates Jesus’ legal claim to the throne of David by emphasizing Jesus’ legal descent from David and Abraham” (ESV Study Bible, Note 1:1-17, 1820).
“the father of” (v. 2-16)  “The term ‘begat’ or ‘was the father of’ need not refer to the most recent ancestor, but can skip generations” (Darrell Bock, Jesus According to Scripture, 55) .
“Abraham . . .Jacob” (v. 2)  God’s promise to make a great and favored nation, to be named Israel, is rooted in God’s covenant with Abraham and subsequently to/through his descendants.
“Mary, of whom” (v. 16)  “The grammar of v. 16 makes it clear that Joseph was not the human father of Jesus because the pronoun ‘whom’ is feminine and therefore can refer only to Mary as a human parent of the Christ child” (Craig Blomberg, Matthew, NAC, 52).
“fourteen generations” (v. 17)  “Certain unique features along with the omission of various names from Jesus’ ancestry dictate some sort of intrinsic, symbolic element at play in the development of Matthew’s genealogy” (W. D. Davis & D.C. Allison, Matthew 1-7, ICC, 170). “The most likely symbolic element is an ancient literary device known as gematria which ascribes a numerical value to each consonant of a person’s name. ‘David’ in Hebrew is comprised of three letters. The sum of these three letters is 14. Also of note, David is the 14th person on the genealogy. When one adds that this name is mentioned immediately before the genealogy (1.1) and twice at its conclusion (1:17), and that it is honored by the title, king, coincidence becomes effectively ruled out. The name, David, is the key to the pattern of Matthew’s genealogy” (Davis/Allison, 165). 
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Why do you think Matthew mentioned that Jesus was the “Son of David” in v. 1 before reciting Jesus’ actual genealogy?
2. Same question as question #1 but this time in regards to “son of Abraham”.
3. Why do you think Matthew found it necessary to record Jesus’ ancestry in his Gospel?
4. In Matt. 22:32 Jesus speaks of God’s prior declaration that he is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In similar fashion, these are the first three men named in Matthew’s genealogy. What’s so special about these guys?
5. Verse 3 affirms that David and ultimately Israel’s Messiah came through Judah. Genesis 49:8 begins Jacob’s death-bed blessing upon his son Judah. How do you see the then present blessing having future fulfillment in the person/work of Christ?
6. Why do you think Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba (Urriah’s wife) were included in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus?
7. What do you make of the quick shift from “the father of” to “the husband of” in v. 16?
8. Given that the three over-arching time periods in Israel’s history contain more than 14 generations, how would you explain Matthew’s words in v. 17?
9. How has this week’s lesson shaped your understanding of our Essential Virtue of Hope?
10. How would you respond to the following difficult situation in light of the Essential Virtue “Hope” and the message of this week’s passage?
A few nights ago you had what you thought was a great “discipleship” success when your friend Barney acquiesced to your encouragement to begin reading the Bible. Knowing that parts of the OT can be a bit difficult to read, you encouraged him to start in the NT beginning with Matthew’s Gospel. Today you get an email from Barney regarding his frustration over his first attempt to read from the Scriptures. “Man, I got about half-way through the first chapter of Matthew and almost fell asleep. I don’t recognize any of those names and quite honestly can’t see why they are of any particular value. Why does the Bible have to include such a long list of dead forefathers? Since it doesn’t change what Jesus did for me on the cross, then why do these lists even matter?
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