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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
October 11, 2009
“Just Walk Across the Room”
This Week’s Essential

Evangelism — I courageously share with others the faith & hope I have in Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 6:19-20 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

I
f you’re a Christian who believes that Christians ought to evangelize to fulfill God’s purposes but don’t think you have the knack for it; if you think: I could never do that!  Evangelism really isn’t my gift. Or I’m afraid I would screw it up. Have I got a book for you! Bill Hybels makes evangelism this simple, Just Walk Across the Room. To explain the title of his book, he tells the story of a man who had been a Muslim most of his life. 
“One night, I was at this type of party. As usual, I noticed several small circles of people forming to chat about this or that. Being a devout Muslim I wasn’t included, but again, I’ve become accustomed to the scenario. “At one point, I see a man on the other side of the room engrossed in discussion with a few people of his own kind, if you will. Suddenly he looked away from that particular group and noticed me standing alone by the far wall. This is exactly how it happened, Bill. He extricated himself from this conversation clique, walked clear across the room, stuck out his hand to me, and introduced himself.
“You know, it wasn’t so easy and so natural. In the moments that followed, we talked about our mutual professions, about our families and business and sports. Eventually our conversation found its way to issues of faith. I took a risk in telling him that I was Muslim–I was a little hesitant about how he’d respond. He told me he was a Christ-follower but that, truth be told, he knew almost nothing about Islam. You can imagine my surprise when he asked if I would do him the courtesy of explaining the basics of Islam over a cup of coffee sometime. Can you believe that? He said he was the curious type and genuinely wanted to understand my faith system and why I’d devoted my life to it.

“The next time we met, whatever doubts I had about him truly wanting to hear my beliefs were quickly dispelled. He really sought to understand my life and faith. We began meeting almost weekly, and each time I sat across from him, I was stunned by what an engaged and compassionate listener he was.
“One week later, I even took the opportunity to ask him about his beliefs. I’d been a Christian as a kid but had left the faith, left it all because the church my family attended was so racially prejudiced. I wanted no part of that Christianity. When the tables turned and I was on the receiving end of his faith story, he patiently described why he’d given his whole life to this person named Jesus Christ. I couldn’t believe how easily the conversations evolved–and how respectfully and sensitively he conveyed his love of God. Despite our deep-seated religious differences, we were becoming fast friends.
“It went on this way for some time as we’d meet to hash through nuances of our faith experiences. Sometimes he would ask for a couple of days to find answers to my questions; other times, he knew exactly where I was struggling and seemed to have the perfect words to untangle my confusion. There finally came a day–I remember being home alone when this happened–that I felt totally compelled to pray to God. I kneeled beside my bed, told God everything I was feeling, and in the end gave my life to Jesus Christ” (20-22).
J

esus’ twelve disciples were ambitious men who desperately wanted to make a kingdom difference. Now ambition is a good thing, but it’s also a dangerous thing when motivated by envy, pride, greed, and a competitive spirit. One day the disciples saw a man driving out demons in Jesus’ name and told him to stop because neither Jesus nor they had authorized him to do so. It seems that this unnamed exorcist was a follower of Christ, just not one of the twelve. 

O

ne author writes, “We must recognize that God’s mission in the world is bigger then we are. We need to recognize who the real enemy is and exorcise him from our midst. In 1265 the Mongol Empire spanned Asia from the Black Sea to the Pacific Ocean, and Khubilai Khan asked Marco Polo to persuade the church in Rome to send men to teach Christianity to his court. The church was in such disarray fighting amongst themselves that it was 28 years before a single man reached the great court. Already retired, the emperor said, ‘It is too late, I have grown old in my idolatry’ (Doug Weaver, A Cloud of Witnesses, 378).
J

esus concludes this passage by assuring his disciples that there’s work and rewards enough for everyone. Even a cup of cold water given in his name will receive its reward. 
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Discipline of “Evangelism”.
         Read Mark 9:33-50 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“we” (v. 38)  “John spoke for all the disciples as indicated by the threefold ‘we/us’. This may be the first time, but certainly not the last, in which church leaders have sought to hinder those who would minister in the name of Christ independently of their authority” (Robert Stein, Mark, BECNT, 446).
“a man” (v. 38)  “Mark gives no hint of any deficiency on the part of the exorcist, and in light of the exorcist’s success in 9:39, it is best to see him as a follower of Jesus who carried out his ministry outside the circle of the Twelve” (446).
“because” (v. 38)  “There reason for intervening? ‘Because he was not one of us.’ It was not the man’s misuse of Jesus’ name that troubled then but rather his unauthorized use of the name. It seems the man got the disciples’ goat by not recognizing their authority” (John Grassmick, “Mark” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, 146) 
“Do not . . .” (v. 39)  “The disciples’ action was an abuse of their authority, for they had presumed to speak for Jesus where they had no competence.” (William Lane, The gospel According to Mark, NIVNT, 343)  
“in my name” (v. 39)  “In the ancient world, exorcists used whatever name of deities they thought would work. Jesus’ explanation for condoning the exorcist’s success in Mark’s account is practical, not theological. He argues that this man could not at one and the same time work a miracle in His name and oppose Him, so that there was no ground for the apostles’ attitude” (Graham Scroggie, The Gospel of Mark, The Study Hour Series, 169).
“cup of cold water” (v. 41)  “The cup of cold water image suggests that those who bear Christ’s name will find themselves persecuted and in dire straits, desperate for just a drink of water. Later, Jesus will warn them that they will be persecuted and hated by all (13:13)” (David Garland, The NIV Application Commentary: Mark, 369). 
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Look closely at verse 37 and then at verse 42. What do you notice and what does it indicate about the relationship of verses 38-41 to the broader context?   
2. The disciples argued about who was the “greatest” (see v. 34).  Explain.
3. How are we like or unlike them?
4. What did their attempt to stop the unnamed exorcist have to do with what they were arguing about?
5. See any irony in their opposition to the man driving out demons?
6. Why do you think John interrupted Jesus to tell him what the disciples had tried to do?
7. Put why Jesus said “Do not stop him” in your own words?  
8. Do you think the disciples were surprised by Jesus’ reply to John?  Explain.
9. Jesus also said, “He who is not with me is against me” (Lk 11:23; Mt. 12:30).  Which is it?
10. How does verse 41 fit into the context?
11. Give yourself some good advice based on the message of this passage.
12. Pick a verse or verses from this passage to memorize or think about this week.
13. Do you think it is right for evangelical churches to work together with organizations that are not Christian to support shared positions on moral issues like abortion, substance abuse, and family violence.   Explain.
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