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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
October 18, 2009
The Unnerving Silence of God
This Week’s Essential

Patience: I take a long time to overheat and endure tolerantly in the face of delay.
Proverbs 14:29 A patient man has great under-standing, but a quick-tempered man displays folly.

P
atience and persistence are corollaries; they go hand in hand. Patient people persist; they per-severe. Impatient people hardly ever do. What’s more, patience and persistence are pertinent to prayer. Impatient people give up on prayer too quickly; they seldom persist in prayer.
T

oo bad, impatience is infectious; practically all of us catch it from everyday life. We prefer email to “snail” mail for obvious reasons. Some of us even find email too slow; preferring to communicate almost exclusively through Facebook or through text messages. We buy online from venders who offer one-day shipping. Want it tomorrow? If so, Amazon tells you how many minutes you have to order it. “Want it delivered Thursday, October 29?” Amazon asks before you add the item to your shopping cart. “Order it in the next 2 hours and 46 minutes, and choose One-Day Shipping at checkout.” It’s no wonder we find it difficult to follow the example of the psalmist David who said, “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry” (Ps 40:1).
P
rayer isn’t a “God add this to my shopping cart” matter. When it comes to praying, especially for our children or grand-children, once is not enough; prayer demands persistence. One author writes,

“God views my persistence as a sign of genuine desire for change, the one prerequisite for spiritual growth. When I really want something, I strive and persist. Persistent prayer keeps bringing God and me together, with several important benefits. As I pour out my soul to God, I get it off my chest, so to speak, unloading some of my burden to One who can handle it better. Little by little, as I get to know God I learn that God has nothing in common with an unjust God or a stingy neighbor, though at times it may seem so. What I learn spending time with God then better equips me to discern what God wants me to do on earth, as well as my role in that plan” (Philip Yancey, Prayer: Does It Make Any difference?, 152) 
R
ecognizing the point of a parable is a bit like getting the punch line of a joke. You either get it or you don’t, and if you don’t, explaining it somehow diminishes the laughter in the one case or blunts the point in the other. The point of Jesus’ parable in Luke 18:1-8 really is impossible to miss. Luke tells us what it is before he tells us the parable. “Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.” We ought to persist in prayer like the widow persisted. If an unjust judge granted her request simply because he didn’t want to put up with her nagging any longer, how much more will God grant the requests of his chosen ones’ who cry to him day and night?
P
hilip Yancey writes, 

“Once again Jesus is presenting a parable of con-trasts. In our prayers we may sometimes feel like the widow: alone, powerless, a victim of unfairness, disregarded, the least and last person in line. The truth, though, is opposite. We have both an advocate and a direct line to a loving Father who has nothing in common with the insensitive judge in the story. When God seems slow to respond, we may suspect a lack of concern. Jesus corrects the misconception, pointing beyond how we may feel to an assurance of God’s mercy. If even this widow gets justice from a heartless judge, how much more will God bring about justice for his chosen ones who cry out to him day and night.
And then, just as the audience settles back in comfortable reassurance, comes the sting in the tail: ‘However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Jesus had just been talking about his eventual return, the second coming. Justice will surely reign one day. Appearing this time in power and great glory, the Son of Man has pledged to turn the tables on this violent planet, righting every wrong and restoring the world to what God intended: a world without unjust judges and neglected widows; without any poverty, or death, suffering, or rebellion. Until that future day, some will be tempted to doubt, to disbelieve in God completely or to see God as a merciless judge” (148).

I

n other words, some will be tempted to give up hope; others will be tempted to give up praying. Some will do both.
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Virtue of “Patience”.
         Read Luke 18:1-8 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“should” (v. 1)  Even though the point of Jesus’ parables isn’t always obvious, the point of this one is impossible to miss. He states it at the outset; disciples “should always pray and not give up.” 
“always” (v. 1)  “The idea is of continual prayer, not continuous, nonstop prayer.” (Robert Stein, Luke, NAC, 444). “Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and never quit” (The Message).
“neither feared God nor cared about men.” (v. 2)  “What sort of official this ‘judge’ is supposed to be in the context of 1st century Palestine is not clear. Most matters of dispute were brought before the elders of the local synagogue, but a dishonest judge who had no respect for God hardly fits this picture. It is likely that a Gentile judge is in view, which would heighten the contrast made between the judge and God” (Craig Evens, Luke, NIBC, 269).
“wear me out” (v. 5)  Literally, “hit me under the eye.”  One commentator thinks Jesus could intend humor and so the literal rendering may be the most appropriate; “lest she come and give me a black eye” (Gary Inrig, The Parables, 155). The Message paraphrases verse 5 that way, “But because this widow won’t quit badgering me, I’d better do something and see that she gets justice–otherwise I’m going to end up beaten black-and-blue by her pounding.”
“will not God” (v. 7)  “Although the conclusion of the argument is in the form of a question that expects a positive answer, it can be reworded as follows: ‘If the unjust judge yielded to the continuous cries of the widow, who was a stranger, and granted her the vindication she sought, how much more will God, who is just and their loving Father, hear the cries of his chosen ones who cry out to him day and night’” (Stein, 445).
“will he find” (v. 8)  “The words with which the Lord ends this discourse express not so much a question as a challenge. The Lord is not communicating despair or predicting defection. He is challenging His followers to endurance. The real issue isn’t the goodness of God, but the endurance of man. God isn’t like the judge, but are we like the widow? We can trust Him to answer, but can He trust us to keep asking” (Inrig, 159). 
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Explain why verse 1 makes you want to read the parable.
2. Disciples should “always pray and not give up.” Not give up what?
3. Verses 2 & 3 contain descriptions of the parables’ two characters. What’s your first impression of the judge?
4. What’s your first impression of the widow?
5. The fact that “for some time he refused” the widow’s plea comes as no surprise.  How come?
6. “But finally” he granted her request. What does the word “finally” suggest to you?  
7. For what reason and to what end did the judge make sure that the widow got justice?
8. The widow sought “justice,” the unjust judge granted her “justice,” and God will see that those who cry out for “justice” get justice. To what might “justice” refer?
9. Jesus concludes with a reference to the coming of the Son of Man. What does that got to do with the parable?
10. What does this week’s passage (in this case, parable) have to do with the Essential Virtue Patience?
11. How would you respond to the following difficult situation in light of the Essential Virtue Patience and the message of this week’s passage?
In 1991 a 21-year-old boy, a scholarship athlete, and youth leader in his church, fell asleep at the wheel while driving. The accident severed his aorta and caused paralysis from the waist down. 30,000 people in his close-knit community prayed for divine healing, elders anointed him with oil, and a national TV ministry prayed over him. 15 years later, the young man is still paralyzed. His mother asks, “Where was the answered prayer that I longed to share with my friends. Where was my Father in Heaven who sees the sparrow that falls and loves my son even more than I? His father minces no words, “Why pray? If God won’t answer this request, why should I believe that he will answer any of my requests?” (Philip Yancey, On Unanswered Prayer, 215)
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