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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
October 4, 2009
The New Earth
Someday the Curse Will be Lifted
This Week’s Essential

Eternity: We believe there is a heaven and a hell and Jesus Christ is returning to judge humanity and to establish His kingdom.
Revelation 21:1-4 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. . .There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

W

hen you here someone say, “I have a place in Colorado” you more or less know what they mean. You may not know what kind of place they have; they may have a house, a cabin, or a condo. Regardless, you know they have a place to spend the hot summer or to spend the holidays. Christians have a place to spend eternity. It’s a place prepared for them by Jesus (Jn 14:6), a place in the city, the new Jerusalem (Heb 12:22-23; Rev 21:1-22:5).
W
e haven’t seen the place God has in store for us, but we know what cities are like and shouldn’t think that the Holy City is something entirely different. As one author says,

“Everyone knows what a city is–a place with buildings, streets, and residences occupied by people and subject to a common government. Cities have inhabitants, visitors, bustling activity, cultural events and gatherings involving music, the arts, education, religion, entertain-ment and athletics. If the capital city of the New Earth doesn’t have these defining characteristics of a city, it would seem misleading for Scripture to repeatedly call it a city” (Randy Alcorn, Heaven, 249).  
M
any believe that life in the new earth will be remarkably continuous with life in the old earth. Human culture minus the effects of the fall, they say, will survive in eternity. Alcorn also writes, 

“Music, dancing, storytelling, art, entertainment, drama, and books have played major roles in human culture. Will they remain a part of our lives on the New Earth? I’m convinced the answer is yes” (419).
On the key theological question, “Will we play sports in heaven?” Alcorn says, 
“Just as we can look forward to cultural endeavors such as art, drama, and music on the New Earth, we can assume that we’ll also enjoy sports there. According to the principle of continuity, we should expect the New Earth to be characterized by familiar, earthly (though uncorrupted) things. Because sports aren’t inherently sinful, we have every reason to believe that the same activities, games, skills and interests we enjoy here will be available on the New Earth” (426).
So the good news is yes, there will be golf in heaven. The bad news is we won’t be any better at it than we are now. The good news is we’ll have plenty of time to work on our game!
J
ohn says the new Jerusalem, where those made righteous by faith are going to live when they die, will be as beautiful as a bride on her wedding day (v. 2). It’s a real city that will shine with the glory of God who makes his home there (v. 11). It’s a huge city presumably with an innumerable number of residents (v. 16). “There is no temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple” (v. 22). It’s free of crime and immorality because “only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life” are permitted entrance (v. 27). It’s a city whose inhabitants’ lives are sustained eternally by the water of life and the tree of life to which they have access (22:1-2). It’s a place God’s servants will reign with Him forever (v. 5).
When we get there, we’ll no doubt want to take it all in. As Alcorn says,

“The first place we may wish to explore will be the largest city that has ever existed – the capital city of the New Earth. The New Jerusalem will be a place of extravagant beauty and natural wonders. It will be a vast Eden, integrated with the best of human culture, under the reign of Christ. More wealth than has been accumulated in all human history will be spread freely across this immense city” (Alcorn, Heaven, 255).
One day God will create a new heaven and a new earth where He will live with His people in a breathlessly beautiful city called the New Jerusalem where there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain for the curse will be lifted.
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief of “Eternity”.
         Read Revelation 21:1-22:5 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“new earth” (v. 1)  “Throughout the entire Bible, the ultimate destiny of God’s people is an earthly destiny . . .biblical thought always places man on a redeemed earth, not in a heavenly realm removed from earthly existence” (George Ladd, A Commentary on the Revelation of John, 275). Among Protestant theologians there has been disagreement as to whether the earth is to be destroyed completely and replaced, or just changed and renewed. The latter seems preferable as it is difficult to think that God would entirely annihilate his original creation, thereby seeming to give the devil the last word and scrapping the creation that was originally “very good”.
“city” (v. 2)  Fifteen times in Revelation 21 and 22 the place God and His people will live together is called a city. The repetition of the word and the detailed descriptions of the architecture, walls, streets, and other features of the city suggest that the term city isn’t merely a figure of speech but a literal geographical location. After all, where do we expect physically resurrected people to live if not in a physical environment.
“old order” (v. 4)  Things will no longer be the way they were under the curse.
“like” (v. 11)  John’s descriptions of the city do indeed contain figurative language. While commentators do not agree on what to take literally and what to take figuratively, they do generally agree on the significance of the descriptions. 
“12,000 stadia” (v. 16)  Literally 1400 or 1500 miles! Some envision the city in the shape of a cube, others in the shape of a pyramid. Even though these proportions may have symbolic importance, this doesn’t mean they can’t be literal. If these numbers are figurative, not literal, surely they are still meant to convey that the home of God’s people will be extremely large and roomy.
“healing” (v. 22:2)  The Greek word here translated “healing” should be understood as “health-giving,” as the word in its root meaning has the idea of serving or ministering. In other words, the leaves of the tree promote the enjoyment of life in the new Jerusalem, and are not for correcting ills which do not exist since the curse has been lifted. 
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What do you consider the most important feature of the new Jerusalem?   
2. Why will there be “no more death or mourning or crying or pain” in the new Jerusalem?
3. Who is “he who overcomes” (v. 7) and what will he inherit?
4. What do you think of the new Jerusalem; how does its description strike you?
5. The city is described as 1400 or 1500 miles in length, width and height. How could that be possibly be?
6. What do you infer from the names of the twelve tribes and the twelve apostles inscribed on its twelve gates and foundations respectively?
7. Does verse 23 mean that the new earth will have no sun or moon to shine on it?  Explain.
8. What do you infer from the presence of “the river of the water of life” in the city?
9. Do you think people will eat and drink in eternity?
10. Explain what the message of this passage indicates about the Essential Belief of Eternity.
11. Identify two or three implications of this message for everyday life as a Christian.
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