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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
September 27, 2009
Unleashed
Why can’t we get ungrace out of our systems?
This Week’s Essential

Salvation by Grace: We believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 2:8-9: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith–and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.
G
race means we can do nothing to make God loves us more; neither can we do anything to make him loves us less. So why can’t we who’ve been saved by grace get ungrace out of our systems? Philip Yancey writes,
“Each year in spring, I fall victim to what sports writers diagnose as ‘March Madness’. I can’t resist the temp-tation to tune in to the final basketball game, in which the sole survivors of a 64-team tournament meet for the NCAA championship. That most important game always seems to come down to one 18 year-old kid standing on a freethrow line with 1 second left on the clock.” 
“He dribbles nervously. If he misses these two foul shots, he knows, he will be the goat of his campus, the goat of his state. Twenty years from now he’ll be in counseling, reliving this moment. If he makes these shots, he’ll be a hero. His picture will be on the front page. He could probably run for governor.”

“He takes another dribble and the other team calls for a timeout, to rattle him. He stands on the sideline, weighing his entire future. Everything depends on him. His teammates pat him encouragingly, but say nothing.”

“One year, I remember, I left the room to answer a phone call just as the kid was setting himself to shoot. Worry lines creased his forehead. He was biting his lower lip. His left leg quivered at the knee. Twenty thousand fans were yelling, waving banners and handkerchiefs to distract him.”

“The phone call took a little longer than expected, and when I returned I saw a new sight. This same kid, his hair drenched with Gatorade, was now ridding atop the shoulder of his teammates, cutting the cord of a 
basketball net. He had not a care in the world. His grin filled the entire screen.”
“Those two freeze-frames – the same kid crouching at the freethrow line and then celebrating on his friends’ shoulders – came to symbolize for me the difference between ungrace and grace.”

“The world runs by ungrace. Everything depends on what I do. I have to make the shot. Jesus’ kingdom calls us to another way, one that depends not on our performance but on his own. We do not have to achieve but merely follow. He has already earned for us the costly victory of God’s acceptance.”
“When I think of those 2 images a troubling question enters my mind: Which of those two scenes most resembles my spiritual life?”
(What’s So Amazing About Grace? 71, 72)

Situation for Discussion
G

loria has been a Christian for years and for years she’s had questions about people who’ve never heard the gospel. Can they be saved? After reading a book or two on the subject, she’s now inclined to think that God may save some in other religious traditions apart from faith in Christ. She considers that view more optimistic and hopeful, more inclusive, and more in line with God’s grace than her former view. Surely God would not condemn people who respond with sincerity to whatever light they find in their religion; surely they don’t have to become Christians for God to give them eternal life that he wants them to have. 
H

er new views have prompted her to look for a different church. She’s considering one. It’s more liturgical than her old one, which she likes. It teaches that God’s Son, Jesus, died to give us an example to follow and as God’s sons and daughters we are to love others sacrificially, which is the essence of Christianity. God’s children are those who live like Jesus lived. 
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Belief of “Salvation by Grace”.
         Read Colossians 1:1-8 from your own Bible.
Digging deeper into the meaning 
“apostle” (v. 1)  Paul opened with his credentials; he was writing as one with authority. “The fact that Paul did not identify himself with the usual term ‘servant of Jesus Christ’ emphasizes the authoritative element in this introduction” (Richard Melick, Jr., Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, NAC 188).
“of Christ Jesus” (v. 1)   That is “sent by Jesus.” 

“by the will” (v. 1)   That he was an apostle of Christ Jesus implies authority; by the will of God implies credibility.
“Timothy” (v. 1)  “Timothy was among the most prominent of Paul’s partners. He shared a close bond of affection and mutual understanding with Paul” (N. T. Wright, The epistles of Paul to the Colossians and to Philemon, TNTC 46, 47).
“holy, faithful” (v. 2)  Most commentators think that “faithful” (pistois) should be interpreted in the sense of believing. It may, however, also imply the secondary sense of loyalty to Christ.
“in Christ” (v. 2)  They are in Christ in the sense that they are united with Christ, joined to him as closely as limbs are joined to the body of which they are apart. They have been brought together into a living fellowship. 
“grace and peace” (v. 2)  The Greek word for “grace” (charis), which here denotes the favor of God, is built on a root that was used of things that produce well-being. “Peace” (shalom) is closely related. Shalom was a prayer for the general well-being of the readers (Melick, 190). 
“thank God” (v. 3)  Paul gives thanks for his readers in the opening of each of his letters except Galatians. These thanksgiving passages are not to be ignored as unimportant devotional meditations unrelated to the key themes of the letter. They lay the groundwork for what follows in the letter, previewing its major themes and setting the tone of the letter.
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. Why would Paul mention that he’s “an apostle” in the opening of this letter?   
2. He adds that he’s an apostle “by the will of God.”  What for?
3. Paul addressed his letter to “brothers in Christ.” Explain what you think the phrase “in Christ” signifies.
4. Put the meaning of Paul’s greeting, “Grace and peace to you from God our Father,” in your own words.
5. Paul’s claims in verse 3 are uniquely Christian. How so?
6. Put the reason why Paul thanked God when he prayed for his readers in your own words.
7. “Hope that is stored up for you in heaven” refers to what exactly?
8. Explain the comparison in verse 6.
9. What might Paul expect to accomplish by rehearsing the world-wide impact of the gospel?
10. Give yourself some good advice based on the message of this passage.
11. Meditate on or memorize a verse in this week’s passage.
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