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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
December 7, 2008

The Wonder of God Becoming Human
This Week’s Essential

Hope: I live a life of hope based on the promises and truth of the Word of God.
Romans 5:5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 
H

ope is anchored in truth. A wish desires some-thing would come to pass. A dream is antici-pation with no certainty. Myth is story with allusion to truth, but is clearly fiction. We may wish the “happy ever after” of a favorite children’s story would be ours, but we have no guarantee. Hope, on the other hand, is desire with promised fulfillment. A wish is a lottery ticket. Hope is a cashier’s check.

C
.S. Lewis, author of The Chronicles of Narnia series struggled with the claims of Christianity for sometime, seeing the story of Jesus as nothing more than another myth. Myths and stories appealed to Lewis as a literary scholar. “Jesus as myth” remained constant in Lewis’ mind until he was chal-lenged by J.R.R. Tolkien, author of Lord of the Rings Trilogy, to consider the “True Myth” of Christianity. Lewis wrote in a letter to a friend:

     “...what Dyson and Tolkien showed me was this: that

      if I met the idea of sacrifice in a Pagan story I didn’t

      mind it at all;...I liked it very much and was mysteriously

      moved by it: again, that the idea of the dying and 

      reviving god (Balder, Adonis, Bacchus) similarly 

      moved me provided I met it anywhere except in the
      Gospels. The reason was that in Pagan stories I was 

      prepared to feel the myth as profound and suggestive 

      of meaning beyond my grasp even though I could not 

      say in cold prose what it meant. Now the story of Christ

      is simply a true myth: a myth working on us in the same

      way as the others, but with this tremendous difference

      that it really happened...”
W
e have hope in Jesus because He is more than a tall tale. We can cope with the hardships of life and death because we believe in more than a few moral principles, accented by good storytelling. We believe in the reality of God coming to earth in the flesh, dying for our sins, being raised from the dead and offering to us comfort in this life and peace and joy in the next. The reality of Jesus Christ is the anchor of true hope.  
T
he story of Jesus’ birth is simple on the surface. Most Christmas Pageants underscore this sim-plicity by assembling children in bathrobes or coat hangers decorated as halos and wings. Shepherds, Angels, “No Room in the Inn,” Wise men – elements we know all too well through annual repetition. The simplicity of the Bethlehem setting should not minimize the significance of what is talking place when a certain young woman gives birth in the days of Herod. 
T

his script is compelling, not due to the setting of the story so much as to the significance of its characters. Babies were born every day in Bethlehem, perhaps in even less pleasant places than livestock sheds. But God becoming a baby – now that is attention-getting! God inserting Himself into the family of humanity in order to save it makes for a powerful plot line. Movie moguls have gone to the bank with numerous sequels when adapting this storyline (e.g. Terminator, Matrix). Angels sang, shepherds ran and kings traveled for the express purpose of worshipping “The One.” We miss the sig-nificance of the Christmas story if we lose site of the significance of its main character.
T

he writer of Hebrews begins his book by high-lighting the superlative characteristics of the baby in the manger. This communication in the “Last Days” (Heb 1:1) is so significant that the writer of Hebrews devotes the rest of his writing to show why God’s Son, Jesus, is superior to all other recognized religious authorities of that day. Christians have always regarded Jesus’ teaching and lifestyle as of importance because of who they knew Him to be, rather than because of what His teaching and lifestyle were in themselves. If who Jesus is (God in the flesh), is not important, then we have no story, no script worth following in the Gospels. Jesus is just another religious teacher. And perhaps even worse, just another figure of inane mythology if He is not God in the flesh as He claimed to be (John 1:17).
T

o lose sight of the wonder of God becoming human is to lose sight of the wonder and hope of Christmas. The pageant of the Nativity is powerful, not because of special effects, amazing stunts or gorgeous setting, but because its central character, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is seeking to speak to us each individually about our need for Him.
Consider what the following passage says about the Essential Virtue of “Hope.”
         Read Hebrews 1:1-4 from your own Bible.
Digging Deeper into the Meaning
(vv. 1-4)  This section of Scripture is one long sentence in the Greek text. Verses 2b through 4 all flow as description of the Son of God, through whom God is speaking in “these Last Days”. Seven different statements are made about Jesus in this section. The number seven has significance to a Jewish audience as a number of completion and perfection. Jesus’ description here stands as a complete perfected summary of His Essence and Character.

“heir of all things” (v. 2)  The clause contains a clear allusion to Ps. 2:8, where the royal Son is assured that in response to his petition the sovereign Lord will give him the nations as his inheritance.
“radiance” (v. 3)  This word can mean “radiating” or “reflecting” and appears only here in the NT. Either expression fits here because of the companion idea of representation. Jesus is the glorious radiation and reflection of God’s glory, not just a cold representation of His image. 
“exact representation” (v. 3)  The Greek word charakter occurs only here in the NT. Greek writers used it to describe the emperor’s picture on Roman coins. It did not express a general likeness but an exact duplication of its die. Jesus Christ, then, let humankind know exactly what the nature of God is like.
“better” (v. 4)  This term becomes the major thrust of the Book of Hebrews. Jesus is “better” thirteen times in the Book of Hebrews. Here He is described as better than the angels due to the name He has inherited. This “better” name is most likely given due to his position and to his accomplishments of purification and enthronement as described in verse 3.
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. How are the two ways God has spoken different from each other?
2. The end of v. 2 uses broad and sweeping descriptions of the Son. What does this broad description reveal about Jesus? 

3. A major shift of focus happens in v. 3. What does this shift uncover about the Son?
4. What does the idea of “sustaining” unwrap about the nature of the Son?
5. Verses 2 and 3a seem endless and eternal in their description of time. At what time did the “purification” take place through the Son?  What does this action at this “point in time” disclose about the Son?
6. When and where does the Son sit down?  What does this highlight about the Son? 

7. To whom is the Son superior?  Why is this important?

8. How is your understanding of Jesus different after contemplating Hebrews 1:1-4?
9. What does this passage have to do with the Essential Virtue of Hope?
10. If you didn’t believe that Jesus was God in the flesh, would you still celebrate Christmas?  Why or why not?
11. How would you respond to the following difficult situation in light of the Essential Virtue of Hope

   and the message of this week’s passage?

        Jim, a co-worker, is in a funk. The holidays are approaching and Jim is a veritable Scrooge. “November and

        December are nothing more than months for retailers to make money,” is his frequent complaint. He wants
        nothing to do with parties or gift-exchanges and takes every opportunity to be a “myth-buster” when it comes 
        to the Nativity. “Christmas is nothing more than a pagan ritual dressed up in lights and tinsel,” he asserts. It
        is hard to argue with Jim, because he backs up what he says with credible sources.

        You are scheduled to have lunch with Jim to review a year-end objective. You know Jim is going to make some 

        disparaging remarks about Christmas. You find a lot of meaning and personal fulfillment in the celebration of 

        Jesus’ birth. What might you say or do for him that might help him see “The Light”?
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