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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
November 23, 2008

Returning Thanks
The Manner & Measure of our Thankfulness
This Week’s Essential

Worship/Praise: I worship God for who He is and praise Him for what He is doing for me.
Psalm 95:1-3 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
W
hen life is “good”... worshipping God seems to be the most natural response of a follower of Christ. Many of us can affirm things like: I’ve got a good job, I love my spouse, both cars are running fine, kids are healthy and, for the most part, doing well in school, etc. When these or any other blessings are present, it is easy to be thankful. The challenge for us can be to maintain a heart of thanksgiving before God even when none of these things are true.

A

s I look back on several heart breaking moments in my own life, I have to confess that at times I struggled to worship God as I should. Now, in hindsight, I can recognize the many ways God was faithfully seeing me through those trials. I see how God was equipping me to trust him more fully, to continue to walk in obedience to Christ’s likeness, and at all times during every circumstance, to remain steadfast in my praise and worship of Him.

I

n the fall of A.D. 29, Jesus began what became a somewhat lengthy journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) – a journey that would not be completed until the spring of A.D. 30 via his Triumphal Entry (Luke 19:28-44) which led into the Passion Week. In between Luke 9:51 and Luke 19:28-44, we find Jesus engaging in a series of teaching/discipleship moments, confrontations with adversaries, and numerous miracles. Interestingly, all of the events from Luke 10:1 – 18:14 are only recorded in the Gospel of Luke.

A

s Jesus continued his ultimate descent to Jerusalem, he came to a border town and was 
approached by 10 men with leprosy. Responding to their plea for healing, he sent them away to be seen by the priests. A short time later, one of the men, seemingly the only Samaritan, returned to extend worship and gratitude to God who cleansed him. “Only here in all of the NT are such thanks directed to Jesus. Elsewhere they are directed to God the Father” (Robert Stein, NAC, 435). Jesus acknowledged the man’s adoration and responded to him with three rhetorical questions that seem to indicate that the “nine” who did not return were Israelites whose faith stopped short of a heart that had been humbled to the things of God. In recognition of the man’s saving faith, Jesus commended him and sent him on his way.
I

n this text we see: Jesus’ divine power, his compassion for those who cry out to him, the expansiveness of God’s mercy as he moves in the life of the lowest of societies outcasts, and the manner and measure of thankfulness that one should have in response to God’s unconditionally loving-kindness upon their lives.
I

 realize that one day I may once again be thrust into a trial that could have life-threatening implications to myself or a member of my family. My hope and prayer is even during the darkest hours of those circumstances, I will be able to worship God as sincerely and passionately as the Samaritan man whom God healed of leprosy in Luke 17:11-19. Because when all is said and done...God truly is worthy of all the glory, honor and praise.

The Message of this Passage

A humble heart of thanksgiving before God should be seen in those with a genuine
saving faith in Jesus Christ.

Consider what the following passages say about the Discipline of “Worship/Praise.”
         Read Luke 17:11-19 from your own Bible.
What do you find most interesting about this story?
What do you see in the heart of Jesus in this passage?
Digging Deeper into the Meaning
“Samaria/Samaritan” (v. 11)  “The region of Samaria in OT times was inhabited by the 10 northern tribes of Israel. Following the death of Solomon, the northern tribes seceded from the southern tribes. The southern kingdom became known as Judah, while the northern kingdom was initially known as Israel, until it eventually came to be called Samaria after its capital city. In the 8th century Samaria was overrun by the Assyrians. Its inhabitants were exiled, and in time, in their place foreign peoples were settled. In the centuries that followed a half-Jewish, half-Gentile race of people emerged in Samaria – whom the people of Judah to the south loathed. That is why it is so ironic that from time to time the “hero” of a parable is a Samaritan” (Craig A. Evans, Luke, NIBC, 258).
“Master” (v. 13)  Every other occurrence of the title “Master” in Luke is spoken by his disciples (8:24, 45; 9:33, 49). The lepers calling out to Jesus as “Master” clearly indicates that, at the very least, they knew who others claimed him to be and sincerely believed that he could heal them.
“foreigner” (v. 18)  In the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the pre-Christian OT), this term is used to describe a “pagan” or “heathen”. The fact that Jesus uses it here would not have been missed by Luke’s original audience as this term appeared on the signs prohibiting foreigners from passing the inner barrier of the temple. Yet here we see that even the “pagans” during Christ’s ministry are being ushered into God’s eternal kingdom.
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. By ascribing the title “Master” to Jesus, do you think these 10 lepers were already disciples of Jesus?
Why or why not?

2. How would you describe the faith of the lepers at the beginning of this story? 

3. How far along on their journey to see the priests do you think the men traveled before realizing they had been cleansed? How might your answer line up with the manner in which Jesus responded to the Samaritan?

4. Picture yourself as a silent observer amongst the ten just before the Samaritan left to return to Jesus. How would you think that conversation went?
5. Assuming Jesus knew that the nine were not going to return, why do you think he healed them anyway?
6. Compare/contrast the actions of the Samaritan leper in vv. 12-13 with his actions in vv. 15-16.
7. Why do you suspect Luke put “and he was a Samaritan” at the end of v. 16 
   rather than at the beginning of v. 15?
8. It’s clear that Jesus’ questions were rhetorical in nature. Do you suppose he was speaking them directly to the leper or others? Explain you answer?
9. Change “your faith has made you well” to “your faith has saved you” in v. 19. How does that impact your understanding of this passage?
10. What are some specific ways you can increase the percentage of your fellowship with God that is spent in thanksgiving to him for the many ways he has already blessed you?
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