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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
October 12, 2008
Why Humility is Important
This Week’s Essential

Humility: I choose to esteem God and others above myself.
Phil. 2:3-4  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Y
ou drop by the gym for a game a basketball with your friends. Much to your surprise, one of your gym mates introduces you to Michael Jordan. When it’s time to divide up the teams, you are given first pick. Do you chose Mr. Jordan for your team, or do you let the opposing captain chose him? Duh!

T

here is a sense in which God lets you chose the players on your team. Do you want God playing for your team, or for the opposition? OK, you want God on your side, but how do you accomplish that? Solomon gave us the answer in one easy step: “[God] mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.”

It is surprising how much pride there can be in our lives. You wouldn’t think that a people who had been in slavery for 400 years would have much pride left. Yet, when the Hebrew people followed Moses out of Egypt, they repeatedly ran into problems with pride. They thought they could make better gods than God. (Ex 32:1) Several times they thought that returning to Egypt was a better course of action than what God had planned. Some of them thought they could lead the nation better than the one God had appointed. (Num 16:1-3) And after deciding that they couldn’t enter the promised land with the Lord’s help, they obstinately decided to try it without his help. (Num 14:40-45)
P

ride was certainly not the only problem that the Children of Israel had on their journey through the dessert, but it was certainly a major one. Consider  what Moses said in Deut 8:
2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding 
you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 

10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.
Deut 8:2-3, 10-18; italics added
Note that three times Moses said that God needed to humble the Israelites.
I
n the event that you are tempted to take Solomon’s words of wisdom lightly, consider that James and Peter both quote this proverb in their letters to the Church. (Jas 4:6-10, 1Pe 5:5-6) When the Bible says something in the Old Testament, and then quotes itself in the New Testament twice, perhaps it is saying something important. Indeed, if you will study what the Scriptures say about humility and pride, you will find that this virtue has a tremendous impact on our lives.
I

n today’s lesson, then, we want to look at why humility is important, what a humble heart looks like, and how we can grow in this essential virtue.
Consider what the following passages say about the Virtue of “Humility”
Read the following passages on Pride and Humility.
II Sam. 22:28     Prov. 3:34     Zeph. 3:11-12     Luke 14:8-11     Jms 4:6-10     I Pet 5:5-6
Zec. 9:9     John 13:5     Phil. 2:8
II Chron 7:14     Zeph 2:3     Matt 18:1-4     I Cor. 1:26-29
Ps 25:9     Ps 37:11     Prov 11:2     Prov 18:12     Prov 22:4     Isa 57:15

Answering Questions on the Necessity of Humility.
1. How does God respond to pride?
2. How does He respond to humility?

3. How significant was humility in the life of Jesus?

4. Based on these observations, what value do you think God places on humility?

5. Can a proud man or woman be saved?  Why or why not?
6. List some other benefits that a follower of Christ gains from a humble spirit?

Read the following passages on Humility.
Deut 1:26-46     Deut 8 (note vs 2, 3 & 16)        Dan 4 (note vs 37)
John 13:5, 13-17     I Kings 3:7     Luke 1:38     Matt 8:8     John 3:30
Isa 58:4-7     Col 2:16-23

Answering Questions on the Source of Humility.
Titus 3:2 tells us to “show true humility toward all men”. But what does that mean? What is true humility? How do we practice it?

7. Describe how the Hebrews displayed pride in their rebellion against God?
8. In what way did Nebuchadnezzar show pride?

9. How did God humble these people?

10. How did Jesus show humility?
11. How did other Godly men and women show humility?

12. Paul warned his readers about people who delight in false humility. How do he and Isaiah describe false humility?

13. In making Israel spend 40 years in the wilderness, was God being kind or cruel to them? In what way?

14. Think of an instance where you have displayed pride in your life?

15. How have you displayed humility?

16. Has God ever had to humble you like he did Israel?
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