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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
September 14, 2008

Fire and Faith:
Growing in Courageous Faith
This Week’s Essential

Courageous Faith: We trust God’s ways rather than our own.
Proverbs 3:5&6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
T
he problem with courageous faith is that it is most clearly seen in times of dire emergency. Who wants that? Not me! At times I dream of courageously defending my faith until death at the stake: but then, when I really think of what that would be like, I shirk away hoping that the stake will never be lit on my behalf.  Nevertheless, in studying the Scriptures we see that God often allowed His children opportunities to courageously defend their faith. One of the best examples of this kind is found in Daniel 3 when three strange-names guys courageously stood up to King Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful ruler of the day. Think about the gravity of this situation for a minute with me.
S
hadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had everything to lose and little to gain by opposing their king. Though they were captives in the land, they had been promoted as administrators over Babylon, the capitol city of the most influential kingdom of that region. It was a simple task to remain obscure and safe. One simple bow before the ninety foot tall image of the king and the problem would disappear. One little compromise of faith is all it would take to continue up the ladder of political success. They would have nothing to do with it. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego understood that courage was not the question, nor was individual safety or success, the real question asked of them was, “Which king would they serve and trust for their future?” Would it be Nebuchadnezzar or would it be Jehovah, the God of Israel? Courageous faith depends on the answer to that question. They decided to place their faith soundly in God and not in powerful men. Listen to their words when they were brought before an irate King Nebuchadnezzar.
     Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, 
     “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves
     before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing 
     furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and 
     he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he
     does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not
     serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have
     set up” (Dan 5:16-18, NIV).
S
hadrach, Meshach, and Abednego believed that God would rescue them. More importantly, they believed that God’s ways are sovereign and, ultimately, the best plan. They stubbornly refused to trust in themselves or in any man for their safety.  Though they did not know what would happen, they made up their mind to obey God alone.
M
ost of us will never face a blazing furnace. Nevertheless, our daily lives will certainly provide ample opportunities for courageous faith to be demonstrated on a smaller scale. Have you made up your mind to abandon yourself to God alone? If you have, than you, too, are a courageous and faith-filled believer. 
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Courageous Faith
Consider what the following passages say about the Essential Virtue of “Courageous Faith.”
         Read the following passages in your own Bible.
               Matthew 14:27; Acts 4:13; Acts 23:11; 27:22-25; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Hebrews 3:6
Answering Interpretive Questions

1. What character traits and theological viewpoints did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego hold which helped them to be courageous during a very difficult time?
2. Read the rest of the story from Daniel chapter three. How did God use these faithful men to influence their king and the kingdom in which they lived and served?
3. I wrote that these three courageous men had everything to lose and little to gain by being courageous at that moment. This statement is from a human perspective. What would God’s perspective be on the situation?
4. Many martyrs courageously died without supernatural intervention like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego received. How does this fact affect your theology on the issue of courageous faith?
Answering Personal Questions

5. What events have you experienced (or are currently experiencing) that provide opportunity for courageous faith?
6. What would you have done in Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s situation?

7. Think back on your own spiritual journey. What wounds do you have from those times when you tried to be courageous and felt like God let you down? List these out in your journal and talk with the Lord frankly about those specific times.

8. Assess yourself. The following statements are taken from the New Life Profile Assessment Tool. Respond to each one on a five point scale – 0 meaning “does not apply at all,” 2/3 “applies somewhat,” and 5 “applies completely.”
           I take unpopular stands when my faith dictates.

                            0      1      2      3      4      5

           I discipline my thoughts based on my faith in Jesus Christ.

                            0      1      2      3      4      5

           I follow God, even when it involves suffering.
                            0      1      2      3      4      5

           I follow through on commitments I have made to God.
                            0      1      2      3      4      5
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