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Studies in becoming like Christ and ushering in His kingdom in your daily life
September 21, 2008

Never Beyond Hope
God touches and uses imperfect people
This Week’s Essential

Hope: I live a life of hope based on the promises and truth of the Word of God.
Romans 5:5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 
“W
hile there’s life there’s hope, we say, but the deeper truth is that only while there’s hope is there life. Take away hope, and life, with all its fascinating variety of opportunities and experiences, reduces to mere existence – uninteresting, ungratifying, bleak, drab and repellent, a burden and a pain. People without hope often express their sense of reality and their feelings about themselves by saying they wish they were dead, and sometimes they make attempts on their own life. 

     “If we come to think or feel that we have nothing to hope for and can only expect things to get worse in the future, inevitably we grow depressed and, to a degree, desperate. We may try to hide our condition, but the unfocused rage, fury and hatred of life that we feel work like acid, dissolving all other feelings into purest bitterness. Hopelessness is thus at the root of many of today’s psychological disorders, as the growing frequency of random killings and suicides among us seems to show. And even when hopelessness is only fitful and intermittent, a mood that possesses until it passes, it still makes us feel alone, afraid and paralyzed for action. We find that we cannot make decisions nor bring ourselves to do things. Our sense of self-worth dissolves into self-doubt, self-distrust and self-dislike; confidence is swallowed up by despair. We find ourselves in a tunnel that has no light at the end of it, only deeper darkness and eventually a blank wall” (Never Beyond Hope, J. I. Packer, pgs 9-10).
J. 
I. Packer’s words provide a fitting introduction to this lesson. Hope belongs to the ‘warp and woof’ of the Christian faith. J. I. Packer summarizes what the Bible says about hope in these words, “What the Bible tells us about hope, in a nutshell, is this: Humans were originally created in fellowship with God so that we might exalt and enjoy him forever, first for a probationary period in this world and then in a place of ‘eternal pleasures’ that is off the map of this space and time universe. When sin infected our race, disrupting this fellowship, robbing us all of the hope of heaven and bringing us all under the threat of hell, our Creator acted to form a forgiven and reborn interracial human race, namely, the church, a community that should enjoy humankind’s original destiny and more through sovereign divine grace and personal faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. So believers in every age should live in the knowledge that they are God’s adopted children and heirs of what is spoken of as his glory, his city and his kingdom. They should know that Jesus Christ, who out of love gave his life for the church inclusively and for each future believer personally, is now with them individually by His Spirit, to care for them daily as a shepherd for his sheep and to strengthen them constantly according to their need, and that he will finally take them from this world to see and share the heavenly bliss that is already his. With Paul, therefore, they should ‘eagerly wait to receive everything promised to us who are right with God through faith.’ The Christian identity is that not only of a believer but of a hoper too.
     “We can clearly see that the word hope signifies two distinct, though related, realities. Objectively, it means the divinely guaranteed prospect before us; subjectively, it means the activity or habit of looking forward to the day when what is promised will become ours in actual enjoyment. It is thus quite distinct from optimism. Optimism hopes for the best without any guarantee of its arriving and is often no more than whistling in the dark. Christian hope, by contrast, is faith looking ahead to the fulfillment of the promises of God, as when the Anglican burial service inters the corpse ‘in sure and certain hope of the Resurrection to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Optimism is a wish without a warrant; Christian hope is certainty, guaranteed by God himself. Optimism reflects ignorance as to whether good things will ever actually come. Christian hope expresses knowledge that each day of his life, and every moment beyond it, the believer (the hoper) can say with truth, on the basis of God’s own commitment, that the best is still to come” (14-15).
Consider what the following passages say about the Virtue of “Hope.”
         Read Genesis 27:1-28:22 and Genesis 29:31-30:43 from your own Bible.

Answering Interpretive Questions

1. As you read the Genesis 27 & 28 account, record what makes you think Jacob was the product of

   a dysfunctional family.
2. Describe Rebekah’s role in Jacob’s deception. 

3. What do you think made Esau’s Hittite wives a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah?
4. As you read the Genesis 29 & 30 account, record what makes you think Jacob was the producer of a dysfunctional family?
5. How did God manifest His grace to Jacob in the midst of all the family strife?
6. Where was Jacob headed when he had the dream described in Gen. 28:10-22?

7. God made a number of promises to Jacob in this dream.  List them.
8. Do you see any connection between what God promised Jacob in the dream and 

   where he promised what he promised?

9. What did Jacob vow to do in response to what God promised?
10. Jacob wanted to return to Canaan after spending nearly 20 years with Laban, but Laban did not want him to leave because the Lord had blessed him on account of Jacob. Jacob was despairing, however.  Why?

11. Laban negotiated with Jacob to persuade him to stay? Why did he quickly agree to the arrangement that Jacob proposed?
12. What did Laban do to ensure that he got the best of Jacob?

13. What did Jacob do to ensure that his plane succeeded?

14. Jacob’s plan did succeed but not for the reason he expected. Why did he succeed? (see 32:6-13 & 32:38-42)

15. How did God manifest his grace to Jacob in the midst of all of his scheming?

A Message from these verses
Don’t give up on your family – for just as God, 
the source of endless grace and precious promises,
offered hope to imperfect Jacob and his family,
so also he offers hope to you and your family.
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J. I. Packer says, “Jacob was both the product and inevitably therefore the producer of what we nowadays call a dysfunctional family, which is regularly a generation-to-generation business. The defects in your upbringing, in your family or origin, get passed on by you to the family that you raise. That’s what happened in Jacob’s family, and it still happens now” (40).











